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W E E K LY U P DAT E

•

The House and Senate were in session this week, with Attorney General Barr testifying
before the House and Senate CJS Appropriations Subcommittee on the DOJ’s FY 2020
budget proposal. However, most of the questioning revolved around the Mueller investigation. The Senate Homeland Security Committee held a hearing on the border crisis. After
completing legislative business this week, both chambers will adjourn for the next two
weeks, and return on April 29.

•

CLIENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT:
 Kentucky officials made a major announcement yesterday about the completion of a
successful pilot program using ANDE Rapid DNA technology to test samples from
sexual assault cases. The ability to quickly generate DNA IDs from perpetrators
very early in sexual assault investigations could lead to major advances in addressing
the sexual assault crisis. See all the details here: https://www.ande.com/kentuckycase-study/
 Mutualink continues to attract partners who understand that instant interoperability upon demand unlocks the value of alerting technologies. The safety of citizens and
first responders is improved when all participants in an emergency - whether criminal, accidental, or natural - can communicate and share real-time radio, video, and
data regardless of the communications or video systems they are using. Mutualink’s
latest partnership is with gunshot detection system tech developer Shooter Detection Systems. The integration will enable automated “law enforcement communication with onsite security upon the detection of gunshots, delivering real-time situational awareness of the incident by radio, video and text for rapid, informed response.” Read more about it here.
 CICC Chair & Vice Chair - On March 27, the Criminal Intelligence Coordinating
Council (CICC) officially announced the appointments of Mike Sena, Executive Director of the Northern California High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area and Northern
California Regional Intelligence Center, as the new CICC Chair and Tom Ruocco,
Chief of the Criminal Investigations Division at the Texas Department of Public Safety, as the new CICC Vice Chair. Mr. Sena has had a diverse law enforcement career
beginning 1993, serving with multiple agencies, and in 2012, he was appointed to his
current position as the as the executive director of both the NC HIDTA and the
NCRIC. Mike is also the President of the National Fusion Center Association. Mr.
Ruocco has served in law enforcement for nearly 40 years, most of which was with
the FBI where he ultimately retired. In 2009, Mr. Ruocco was appointed chief of the
Criminal Law Enforcement Division with the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Tom represents Texas DPS as a member of the Association of State Criminal Investigative Agencies.

• Weekly 3/4/19
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•

Retirement - The Brooks Bawden Moore team would like to recognize and congratulate Miami Beach Police Chief
Dan Oates on his upcoming retirement after five years as Police Chief of Miami Beach, and after a 38-year career in law
enforcement. We have appreciated the opportunity to work with Chief Oates over the years on numerous important
issues affecting the law enforcement community, and we wish him the best on his future endeavors. Read more here.

•

Byrne JAG Congressional Support Letters – The Byrne JAG program enjoys strong support on Capitol Hill. Bipartisan letters were sent this week by members of the House and Senate to CJS Appropriations Subcommittee leadership in both houses urging adequate funding for the program. More than 150 members of the House and more than 50
members of the Senate signed the letters. You can view the Senate support letter here. You can view the House support letter here.

•

RISS Congressional Support Letters – The Regional Information Sharing Systems (RISS) program is also one of the
most widely supported law enforcement support programs on Capitol Hill. This week bipartisan letters went to the
CJS Appropriations Subcommittees in both the House and Senate urging strong funding for RISS. The Senate letter
was signed by 45 senators and the House letter was signed by 139 members of Congress. House letter here; Senate
letter here.

•

First Step Act Implementation - Earlier this week, the Department of Justice released further information on the
implementation progress of the First Step Act. DOJ announced that the Hudson Institute will host the Independent
Review Committee, which will assist DOJ as it develops and implements risk and needs assessment tools and evidencebased recidivism reduction programs. You can view more in formation here.

•

Opioid Grants - Last week, BJA released the fiscal year 2019 Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Program (COAP) solicitation. This grant seeks applications for projects that are locally driven responses to the opioid epidemic; statewide
implementation, enhancement, and evaluation projects; and Harold Rogers prescription monitoring program implementation and enhancement projects. You can find further details here. Applications are due June 5, 2019.

•

DOJ White Paper on the CLOUD Act - The Department of Justice recently released a white paper on the Clarifying Lawful Overseas Use of Data Act. According to the release, the white paper describes the interests and concerns
that prompted the enactment of the CLOUD Act and provides a concise point-by-point distillation of the effect, scope,
and implications of the Act, as well as answers to frequently asked questions. You can read the white paper here.

•

ARTICLES OF INTEREST:
Marijuana protections bill gets support of Doug Collins, key House panel's ranking Republican
The Washington Times | Andrew Blake
Rep. Doug Collins of Georgia, the ranking Republican on the House Judiciary Committee, put his support Monday behind a bipartisan marijuana proposal that would establish protections for states that vote to defy federal prohibition.
Mr. Collins and Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, Oregon Democrat, both signed on as co-sponsors to the Strengthening the
Tenth Amendment Through Entrusting States Act of 2019, or STATES Act, bringing the bill’s total number of backers in
the House to 28. Continue reading here.
Bait and smuggle: Mexican cartels divert border cops with migrant surges and ferry drugs where the
coast is clear
The Washington Examiner | Anna Giaritelli
A northern Texas sheriff says his county has seen a big uptick in methamphetamine and heroin seizures since October,
saying Mexican drug smugglers are using large groups of migrants to divert Border Patrol’s attention while they run
narcotics over the border in nearby areas. Tarrant County Sheriff Bill E. Waybourn told the Washington Examiner drug
seizures have picked up since 2016 and spiked “tremendously” in the past six months just as groups of 100 or more
people began showing up at the border. Data from the county, which includes Forth Worth, shows nine pounds of
meth was seized in 2016. In 2018, that figure jumped to 22 pounds. In the past six months, 110 pounds of meth have
been discovered by the sheriff’s department. Continue reading here.
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Amazon Workers Are Listening to What You Tell Alexa
Bloomberg | Matt Day, Giles Turner, and Natalia Drozdiak
Tens of millions of people use smart speakers and their voice software to play games, find music or trawl for trivia.
Millions more are reluctant to invite the devices and their powerful microphones into their homes out of concern that
someone might be listening. Sometimes, someone is. Amazon.com Inc. employs thousands of people around the world
to help improve the Alexa digital assistant powering its line of Echo speakers. The team listens to voice recordings captured in Echo owners’ homes and offices. The recordings are transcribed, annotated and then fed back into the software as part of an effort to eliminate gaps in Alexa’s understanding of human speech and help it better respond to commands. Continue reading here.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week
House Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing
Department of Justice Budget Request for Fiscal Year 2020
April 9 @ 9:30 am - 2359 Rayburn
Senate Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Unprecedented Migration at the U.S. Southern Border: Perspectives from the Frontline
April 9 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen
House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Hate Crimes and the Rise of White Nationalism
April 9 @ 10:00 am - 2141 Rayburn
House Homeland Security Committee - Transportation Subcommittee Hearing
Securing America's Transportation and Maritime Systems: A Review of the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Requests for the Transportation Security Administration and the U.S. Coast Guard
April 9 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon
House Oversight Committee - Full Committee Hearing
The Need for Leadership to Combat Climate Change and Protect National Security
April 9 @ 10:00 am - 2154 Rayburn
House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee - Highways Subcommittee Hearing
Every Life Counts: Improving the Safety of our Nation’s Roadways
April 9 @ 10:00 am - HVC 210
House Homeland Security Committee - Emergency Preparedness Subcommittee Hearing
Assessing the Homeland Security Impacts of a Changing Climate
April 9 @ 2:00 pm - 310 Cannon
House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
April 10 @ 9:30 am - 2008 Rayburn - POSTPONED
Senate Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing
Review the Fiscal Year 2020 funding request and budget justification for the U.S. Department of Justice
April 10 @ 10:00 am - 192 Dirksen
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Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing
Jeffrey A. Rosen, to be United States Deputy Attorney General
April 10 @ 10:00 am - 226 Dirksen

Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups:
The House are Senate are expected to be out of session the weeks of the 15th & 22nd, and will return on April 29.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legislation on the Floor This Week
House:
H.Con.Res. 16 - Authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the National Peace Officers Memorial Service and the National Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhibition
Status: Approved by the House on 4/8.
Summary: This concurrent resolution permits the Grand Lodge of the Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary to sponsor as free public events on the Capitol grounds the 38th Annual National Peace Officers Memorial Service, on May 15,
2019, to honor the law enforcement officers who died in the line of duty during 2018; and the National Honor Guard and
Pipe Band Exhibition, on May 14, 2019, to allow law enforcement representatives to exhibit their ability to demonstrate
Honor Guard programs and provide for a bagpipe exhibition.
H.R. 639 - To amend section 327 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to
clarify that National Urban Search and Rescue Response System task forces may include Federal employees
Status: Approved by the House on 4/8.
Summary: This bill amends the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to specify that National
Urban Search and Rescue Response System task forces may include federal employees.
H.R. 2021 - Investing for the People Act of 2019
Status: Possible consideration in the House this week.
Summary: This bill increases discretionary spending limits, modifies the procedures for enforcing the limits, and establishes budget enforcement procedures in the House of Representatives for FY2020. The bill increases both the defense and
nondefense discretionary spending limits for FY2020 and FY2021. Federal discretionary spending caps would increase by
about $358 billion over two years compared with current law. The nondefense cap would be $631 billion, $88.9 billion
more than the current fiscal 2020 limit, allowing $34 billion more than in fiscal 2019.
Senate:
Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.
Nothing affecting the law enforcement or homeland security communities.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups
Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request.
House Homeland Security Committee - Joint Border Security & Intelligence Subcommittees Hearing - April 2
Supporting a Fact-Based Approach to Preventing Terrorist Travel to the United States
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Summary: This hearing examined efforts to prevent potential terrorists from traveling to the U.S. Some members of the
committee expressed concerns with the Administration’s travel ban on individuals coming to the U.S. from certain countries. Members of the committee heard from witnesses from the National Targeting Center and the National Vetting Center. Members asked how individuals who want to travel to the U.S. are vetting, what data sets are used, and how those data
sets are being expanded. Additionally, witnesses were asked what is being done to ensure those from visa waiver countries
are being vetted. Biometrics was also discussed, as well as combing through individuals social media posts looking for potential threats or clues of potential radicalization.
House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing - April 2
FY 2020 Budget Hearing – Transportation Security Administration
Summary: This hearing examined the proposed FY 2020 budget for the TSA. Administrator Pekoske laid out TSA’s priorities including technology, right-sizing the workforce, raising the global bar of aviation security, and revising the federal air
marshal service. Members of the committee asked the Administrator about the recent government shutdown and how the
agency was able to managed itself through it, while continuing to maintain operations and security. Additionally, members
also expressed concerns with our ability to adequately track and safely move hazardous materials around the country. The
Administrator stated that they are in the process of restructuring that will put under the direct control of now an assistant
administrator for surface transportation security operations. Additionally, they are looking to forward in the next couple of
years initiatives in research and development. Concerns were also raised with employment retention and what the agency
is doing to maintain employees.
Senate Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing - April 3
Fiscal Year 2020 funding request and budget justification for the Federal Emergency Management Agency
Summary: This hearing examined the proposed FY 2020 FEMA budget. Senators asked the Acting Administrator about
the Disaster Relief Fund, and sought assurances that the amounts being asked for disaster relief in the budget was adequate.
Senators also asked the Administrator about the preparedness grants. Administrator Gaynor stated that the grants have
not kept up with current needs and future innovation, and instead in many circumstance have been used for maintenance
and sustainment. He also discussed the proposed BRIC grant would be a competitive grant going towards the best predisaster mitigation projects.
House Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing - April 4
Federal Bureau of Investigation Budget Request for FY 2020
Summary: FBI Director Wray testified at this budget hearing on the agency’s proposed budget request. Director Wray
was asked about concerns with white supremacist violence, in which he stated there is a "persistent, pervasive threat"
posed by white supremacist violence. Additionally, he stated that the FBI remains concerned with lone offender attacks.
Director Wray also stated that it is difficult to combat domestic terrorism because of its diffuse nature, as well as the use of
social media to recruit and radicalize. Director Wray also discussed his growing concerns with cyber threats, as well as the
increasing problem of “going dark”, the ability of law enforcement to gain access to digital information. Also, the opioid epidemic was brought up and what is being done to combat this growing concern. Director Wray discussed the Darknet,
transnational organized crime, prescription drug initiative, and Safe Streets Task Forces. Additionally, Director Wray was
asked about the Mueller report, of which he stated he has not seen the final report.
Senate Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing - April 4
Unprecedented Migration at the U.S. Southern Border: By the Numbers
Summary: This border security hearing heard from individuals discussing the numbers of individuals who are attempting to
make it across our southern border into the U.S., either by using the asylum process, or sneaking across the border. The
surge in the number of individuals who are attempting to cross the border, in particular unaccompanied children, has put a
strain on our resources. Additionally, concerns were raised with criminal gang members coming across the border is a tremendous concern. One issue the witnesses mentioned that we need to do is get better data on exactly how much money
the cartels are making off of smuggling, additionally they stated we need to do a better job at putting out more timely the
numbers of those trying to enter the country, so we have a better picture of the true nature of the situation at the border.
Additionally, witnesses discussed the circular flow of drugs coming across the border into the U.S., while money and guns
flow back into Mexico. Witnesses also stated that while numbers vary among the groups of individuals crossing the border,
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approximately 60 percent of individuals will appear for their asylum hearing, while 40 percent will not appear. Additionally,
aid to the Central American countries where we have seen most of the migration coming from was discussed. Witnesses
explained the importance of this aid to improve the conditions in those countries to alleviate the reasons for those who are
fleeing.
Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - April 4
S. 820 - Debbie Smith Act of 2019
Status: Held over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 4/4.
Summary: To strengthen programs authorized under the Debbie Smith Act of 2004.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legislation Considered Last Week
House:
H.R. 1433 – DHS MORALE Act
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to improve morale within the Department of Homeland Security workforce by conferring new responsibilities to the Chief Human Capital Officer, establishing an employee engagement
steering committee, requiring action plans, and authorizing an annual employee award program, and for other purposes.
H.R. 1593 – CLASS Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish a school security coordinating council, and for other
purposes.
H.R. 1590 – Terrorist and Foreign Fighter Travel Exercise Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To require an exercise related to terrorist and foreign fighter travel, and for other purposes.
H.R. 1589 – CBRN Intelligence and Information Sharing Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear intelligence and information sharing functions of the Office of Intelligence and Analysis of the Department of Homeland Security
and to require dissemination of information analyzed by the Department to entities with responsibilities relating to homeland security, and for other purposes.
H.R. 1585 – Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/4.
Summary: To reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, and for other purposes. This legislation also reauthorizes the Debbie Smith Act.
Senate:
H.R. 268 - Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2019
Status: Failed to Invoke cloture in the Senate on 4/1; Cloture motion approved by the Senate on 3/28; Approved by the
House on 1/16.
Summary: This bill provides $12.1 billion in FY2019 supplemental appropriations to several federal departments and agencies for expenses related to the consequences of recent wildfires, hurricanes, volcanos, earthquakes, typhoons, and other
natural disasters. The funding provided by this bill is designated as emergency spending, which is exempt from discretionary
spending limits and other budget enforcement rules.
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Legislation Introduced Last Week
Date Introduced Bill Number
4/4/2019

HR 2100

4/4/2019

HR 2093

4/4/2019

HR 2083

4/4/2019

S 1055

4/4/2019

S 1044

4/4/2019

S 1029

4/4/2019

S 1028

4/3/2019

HR 2076

4/3/2019

HR 2071

4/3/2019

HR 2070

4/3/2019

HR 2068

4/3/2019

HR 2066

4/3/2019

HR 2062

4/3/2019

S 1025

4/3/2019

S 1009

Sponsor

Description

To promote the creation of State anonymous school threat reporting
programs, and for other purposes.
To amend the Controlled Substances Act to provide for a new rule
Earl Blumenauer (D-OR
regarding the application of the Act to marihuana, and for other
-3)
purposes.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 regarding the procurement of certain items related to national security interests for DeLuis Correa (D-CA-46)
partment of Homeland Security frontline operational components,
and for other purposes.
A bill to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 regarding the
Jeanne Shaheen (D- procurement of certain items related to national security interests
NH)
for Department of Homeland Security frontline operational components, and for other purposes.
A bill to impose sanctions with respect to foreign traffickers of illicit
Chuck Schumer (D-NY)
opioids, and for other purposes.
A bill to allow the use of certified facility dogs in criminal proceedJohn Cornyn (R-TX)
ings in Federal courts, and for other purposes.
A bill to amend the Controlled Substances Act to provide for a new
Elizabeth Warren (Drule regarding the application of the Act to marihuana, and for other
MA)
purposes.
To establish a demonstration program to explore effective practices
to improve early detection and management of injuries indicative of
Kim Schrier (D-WA-8)
potential abuse in infants under the age of 7 months, in order to
prevent future cases of child abuse and related fatalities.
To amend title 18, United States Code, with respect to the sale, purAlexander Mooney (Rchase, shipment, receipt, or possession of a firearm or ammunition
WV-2)
by a user of medical marijuana, and for other purposes.
To provide grants to State, local, territorial, and tribal law enforcement agencies to purchase chemical screening devices and train
Conor Lamb (D-PA-17)
personnel to use chemical screening devices in order to enhance law
enforcement efficiency and protect law enforcement officers.
Michael Guest (R-MS- To modify the authorization to provide assistance to certain foreign
3)
police and law enforcement forces, and for other purposes.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish the IntelliMike Gallagher (R-WIgence Rotational Assignment Program in the Department of Home8)
land Security, and for other purposes.
Earl Blumenauer (D-OR To amend the Public Health Service Act to protect the confidentiality
-3)
of substance use disorder patient records.
A bill to provide humanitarian relief to the Venezuelan people and
Venezuelan migrants, to advance a constitutional and democratic
Bob Menendez (D-NJ) solution to Venezuela's political crisis, to address Venezuela's economic reconstruction, to combat public corruption, narcotics
trafficking, and money laundering, and for other purposes.
A bill to establish a demonstration program to explore effective
practices to improve early detection and management of injuries
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
indicative of potential abuse in infants under the age of 7 months, in
order to prevent future cases of child abuse and related fatalities.
James Himes (D-CT-4)
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A bill to increase the number of U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Office of Field Operations officers and support staff and to require
reports that identify staffing, infrastructure, and equipment needed
to enhance security at ports of entry.

4/3/2019

S 1004

Gary Peters (D-MI)

4/3/2019

S 998

Josh Hawley (R-MO)

4/2/2019

HR 2034

Pramila Jayapal (D-WA To improve the treatment of Federal prisoners who are primary
-7)
caretaker parents, and for other purposes.

4/2/2019

HR 2029

Ruben Gallego (D-AZ- To direct the Comptroller General of the United States to submit a
7)
report on the response of law enforcement agencies to reports of

4/2/2019

HR 2020

To amend the Controlled Substances Act to require a person that
David Kustoff (R-TN-8) possesses or intends to possess a tableting machine or encapsulating machine to obtain registration from the Attorney General, and

4/2/2019

S 989

4/2/2019

S 982

4/1/2019

HR 2012

A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to expand support for police officer family services, stress re-

Bill Cassidy (R-LA)

A bill to amend the Controlled Substances Act to require a person
that possesses or intends to possess a tableting machine or encapsulating machine to obtain registration from the Attorney General, and

Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Diana DeGette (D-CO1)

A bill to increase intergovernmental coordination to identify and
combat violent crime within Indian lands and of Indians.
To amend the Controlled Substances Act to provide that Federal law
shall not preempt State law.
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Upcoming Events/Conferences
Association of State Criminal Investigative Agencies 2019 Spring Conference
May 5-8—Gulf Shores, AL
MCCA/NEIA/PERF Summer Meeting
May 28-11—Miami Beach, FL
Major County Sheriffs of America 2019 Summer Conference
June 12-14—Louisville, KY
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Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore
Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at
jledden@bbm-dc.com

House & Senate in Session
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