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To become a member of NNOAC
You must establish a local or state narcotics 

officers association. The membership fees are 
$500 per year for member states with over 1000 
members in their association, $300 per year for 
associations with 500 or more members and $200 
per year for associations with under 500 members. 
For more information on how to become a member 
or for additional information please contact one of 
our Executive Board Members. 

2010 NNOAC 
Executive Board

President
Ronald E. Brooks
415-436-8199
rbrooks@nca.hidta.net

Vice/President
Bob Bushman
651-201-7352 Office
robert.bushman@state.mn.us

Secretary
Allen A. Katcher
908-687-4360
katch62207083@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Philip Little
(910) 862-6968
plittle@bladenco.org

Executive Director
Richard M. Sloan
West Covina, California 91793-2456
rmsloan626@verizon.net

Member at Large
JOE JACOB
570-474-9251
chief891@aol.com

Join 
the 
fight!

Published by Midwest Publishing, Inc.

Coalition Magazine Editor
William Butka

Publication Designer
Jessica Manley

On the Cover: 
Renaissance Nashville Hotel

by Marriott

Volume 14, No. 2 - Fall, 2010

Issue 	 Deadline
1st Edition	 January 1
2nd Edition	 August 1

Deadlines for
Submissions by Issue

Submission Guidelines
The Coalition is published twice per year.  Any articles or 
photographs received after the deadlines will be held for 
the next edition.  Please, DO NOT type in ALL CAPS. All 
articles must be signed to be printed.  The editor reserves 
the right to edit any submission for clarity, brevity, etc.  
Photos must be captioned.  Do not staple captions to, 
or write on photos.  Submit articles to:  William Butka, 
Phoenix Park Ste. 10, 29 North Plains Hwy., Wallingford, 
CT  06492. If you have any questions, call 203-627-2644 
or 860-258-5856 or e-mail: webutka@snet.net.

You say 
you want 
a resolution?

ARC
H

IVE
S

 o
f p

as
t i

ss
ue

s a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
on

lin
e 

at
 

ou
r w

eb
si

te
 w

w
w.

na
tln

ar
c.

or
g 

or
 b

y 
cl

ic
ki

ng
 o

n 
th

e 
im

ag
e 

of
 o

ur
 la

st
 m

ag
ai

ne
 S

pr
in

g,
 2

01
0 

- V
ol

. 1
4,

 
N

o.
 1

 to
 b

e 
di

re
ct

ed
 to

 o
ur

 o
nl

in
e 

di
gi

ta
l l

ib
ra

ry
.



The CoalitionThe Coalition

3

Each time I sit down to write my President’s Message, it seems that I have 
nothing but bad news to deliver. I wish this time could have been different, 
but, unfortunately, it is not. California is trying to do the unthinkable – legalize 

marijuana.  Proposition 19 has been placed on the November ballot by Richard Lee, 
founder of Oaksterdam University, a for-profit school in Oakland, California, that 
teaches marijuana cultivation and marketing techniques.  If this legislation passes, 
marijuana will be a legal substance throughout California. That will mean increased 
healthcare costs, greater demands on public safety services, increases in marijuana DUI 
injuries and deaths, and many more kids lost to the often-irreversible abyss of drug use. 
California may be more liberal (perhaps even more wacky) than many other states; but, 
if this farce passes, it will unleash a travesty upon our great nation, an avalanche of well-
funded legalization efforts that are sure to flow across the country.

“Public Safety First,” the “No on Proposition 19” campaign, has made great progress 
in recruiting persons to fight against this dangerous initiative. Wayne Johnson of the 
Wayne Johnson Agency (a speaker at the NNOAC meeting in San Diego and manager 
of the successful effort to defeat California’s Proposition 5) is managing the campaign.  
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (a recipient of the NNOAC’s Member of the Senate 
Award) has agreed to sign the ballot argument against 19, along with the California 
Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). Proposition 19 is also opposed 
by the Democratic and Republican candidates for governor and attorney general in 
California, as well as by Senator Boxer and many other federal, state and local elected 
officials. Led by the California Narcotic Officers Association, all of the major California 
law enforcement associations have come out against Prop 19.  John Redman, Executive 
Director of Californians for a Drug-Free Youth (CADFY); Calvina Fay, Executive 
Director of Drug-Free America Foundation and Save Our Society; and Bishop Ron 
Allen, Director of the International Faith-Based Coalition, have brought the full force 
of their organizations into the fight against Prop 19. Many other community groups, 
business organizations and community leaders are signing up each day to fight Prop 19.

Unfortunately, as always, the problem will be raising enough money to fund an 
effective “No on 19” campaign. The polling is clear: if we can tell our side of the 
story and dispel the myth that marijuana is safe, then we can defeat this horrific ballot 

PRESIDENT’s Report

President Ron Brooks

By Ronald Brooks, President
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initiative.  If we are unable to raise significant money to 
operate the “Public Safety First/No on 19” campaigns, then 
we will be in real jeopardy of losing this race and opening 
the door to similar legalization efforts elsewhere.

Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP), a 
Soros-funded organization of cops and former cops who 
have betrayed their profession, has been aggressive in its 
support of the total legalization of all drugs, even though 
they know better than most people the dangers that drugs 
pose to the safety of communities and the health risks that 
drugs cause our kids. LEAP portrays itself as the true voice 
of law enforcement on drug legalization issues and has 
publicly said that the only reason the NNOAC and other law 
enforcement groups oppose drug legalization is to protect 
law enforcement jobs and increase overtime.  What a cruel 
betrayal of our brother and sister police officers who have 
lost their lives enforcing drug laws or at the hands of drug- 
intoxicated criminals!  This small group, who have turned 
their backs on our profession and the people they took an 
oath to protect, continue to spread lies and half-truths about 
the impact of legalization. We must fight back to make the 
public understand that they do not represent the views of 
America’s police officers. 

Sadly, with the help of the Soros media machine, LEAP 
has been effective in securing speaking engagements and 
placing Op-Eds in major-market and regional newspapers.  
They use these public forums to spread their misinformation 
to the voting public.  Because many in the media have taken 
a soft-on-drugs approach, LEAP has been able to get its drug 
legalization message out – even though no other credible law 
enforcement management, professional or labor organization 
supports legalization, medical excuse drug use, or other 
forms of drug decriminalization.  Unfortunately, when the 
groups who actually represent our profession attempt to be 
heard, we are often ignored or given token amounts of time 
or space to tell the truth about the devastation to health and 
safety that will occur with the passage of Prop 19 and other, 
similar legislation. 

The NNOAC has formed a working group to develop 
anti-legalization strategy and to advocate for sound national 
marijuana policy.  Many of our partner organizations 
from other drug and criminal justice policy and legislative 

efforts are part of the working group. They include: the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), 
National Sheriffs Association (NSA), Fraternal Order of 
Police (FOP), National Troopers Coalition (NTC), National 
District Attorneys Association (NDAA), Drug-Free 
America Foundation and Save Our Society (DFAF & SOS), 
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA), 
and the National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
(NADCP).  

These organizations have worked closely with the 
NNOAC on the development of the Marijuana Source Book, 
which is now being edited for publication and distribution.  
They have also collaborated with us to develop public and 
legislative outreach strategies. This working group has 
submitted several Op-Ed pieces, signed by most of the 
organizations, in response to articles published by LEAP 
or other drug-legalization groups. Unfortunately, no major-
market newspaper has had the courage to print our articles, 
despite their being signed by major law enforcement, 
prevention, prosecution and drug court associations 
collectively representing hundreds of thousands of members. 
Although the members of our working group are very 
disappointed by the way most of the media has treated us, 
you can be assured that we will not give up in our efforts to 
tell the truth about drug legalization.

I continue to represent the NNOAC by speaking to 
organizations and on radio and television, whenever the 
opportunity arises, to educate the public about the myths of 
drug legalization.  I recently had the opportunity to participate 
in a webinar for the National League of Cities, in which I was 
able to present the NNOAC’s views on medical marijuana 
and the impact on communities of marijuana dispensaries. I 
have also been asked to represent the NNOAC at the IACP’s 
conference by chairing a panel discussion on strategies for 
fighting back against medical marijuana. With your help and 
commitment, the NNOAC will continue to lead the fight 
against drug legalization.  Each of you should write letters to 
the editor or Op-Ed pieces, speak at conferences and forums, 
and take any other opportunities to tell the truth about drug 
legalization. We must believe that the truth will prevail. The 
stakes are too high to give up on this issue. 

With difficult fiscal times impacting federal, state 

PRESIDENT’s Report, .

“Each of you should write letters to the editor or Op-Ed pieces, 
speak at conferences and forums, and take any other opportunities 

to tell the truth about drug legalization.”



The CoalitionThe Coalition

5

Executive Director
Richard M. Sloan

executive director’s Report
By Richard Sloan, Executive Director

July 24, 2010
Executive Director Report

Here we are half way through the year and looking towards our fall meeting in 
Nashville Tennessee. The months, days, years speed by so fast it is sometimes 
hard to keep track of where we are at times.  We had a well attended meeting 

in Washington DC in February of this year. A lot was accomplished with well over 200 
Congressional visits and informative speakers. I have been busy taking care of the filing 
of income taxes and preparing the audit for the Coalitions 2009 tax year. Also filling out 
all the registration forms and filing with all the States we fundraise in. Our meeting in 
Nashville is an important one, as we use this meeting to prepare for our 2011 Washington 
DC meeting. I would like to thank the Tennessee and Kentucky Narcotic Officers’ 

Associations for co-sponsoring our meeting in Nashville 
Tennessee this fall.  I know times are not good and finances 
are short but I hope that each association would be able to 
send at least one Delegate to represent their association at 
the meeting.  I look forward to seeing all of you in Nashville 
in September.

God speed and be safe!
Dick Sloan/Executive Director
NNOAC

Left: Dick and his daughter

and local budgets – and with even tougher times 
predicted for the future – the NNOAC will not only 
be fighting against legalization, we will continue to 
lead the effort to ensure adequate funding for Byrne/
JAG, National Guard Counterdrug, HIDTA and 
RISS.  I am cautiously optimistic that our efforts 
to restore funding for RISS will be successful this 
year; however, I know that we will have to work for 
a better, permanent funding solution in the future 
to make sure that we don’t lose this very important 
program. I also believe that, as we get closer to the 
next Presidential election, our programs may be cut 
to show a more fiscally conservative approach by 
the Obama Administration. The NNOAC and our 

partners must be ready to respond to proposed cuts. 
We need to be prepared to remind the Congress that 
homeland security begins on Main Street and that 
we need their help to keep our communities safe. 
Public safety should never be about politics.

As always, I want to close by telling you that 
it continues to be my great honor to serve as the 
president of the NNOAC and to work with each 
of you – some of the finest women and men in law 
enforcement. God bless you, be safe, and God Bless 
America. 

Ron Brooks/President
NNOAC
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION!

No on Prop 19 2010

Dear CNOA Member,  
Have you heard about Proposition 19?  This November, there will be an initiative on the ballot to legalize 
the sale and cultivation of marijuana. If passed, this measure will have innumerable harmful effects on 
our state. That is why I urge you to join in opposing Proposition 19 donating to the campaign!  
As narcotics officers on the front-line each day, we know the devastating impacts Prop 19 will 
have. Here are some additional facts about the initiative you may not know:  
Smoking dope on the job? According to an analysis released by the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney's office, a California employer will no longer be able to: "screen job applicants for marijuana 
use; regulate any employee conduct related to the use, transportation or cultivation of marijuana unless 
the employer can prove job impairment; or choose to maintain a drug-free workplace consistent with 
federal law." If an employer allows employees cigarette smoking breaks and/or certain areas in which 
cigarette smoking is allowed, they would have to allow marijuana smoking as well. Is your doctor 
stoned? Is your child’s teacher? You won’t know.
Driving while stoned? According to Prop 19, no driver over 21, including bus, taxi, light rail train 
operators, or everyday commuters can be required to be drug-free while operating a vehicle. Although 
the initiative says you cannot use marijuana while driving, it is completely permissible to use marijuana 
just prior to getting behind the wheel. You might wonder if that bus driver next to your family on the 
freeway is stoned.
California stands to lose $80 billion in federal monies! If Proposition 19 passes, employers will no longer 
be eligible to receive federal government grants or contracts greater than $100,000. This includes any 
California California businesses, governments and educational institutions that receive federal money. 
This will drive up California’s unemployment even higher than the current rate of 2.2 million!
It won’t reduce the state deficit. Supporters say that taxing marijuana once it is made legal will reduce 
the state deficit. But, marijuana sales are illegal under federal law and the United States Supreme Court 
has ruled that sellers may refuse to pay the tax. Further, all taxing and regulatory authority is left to the 
cities, not the state.  You know what a jumbled legal nightmare that will become. All Prop 19 will do is 
legalize marijuana in your community.  
We need your immediate help and contribution of $50, $100, $250.  

DONATIONS NEEDED! GO TO WWW.CNOA.ORG

Your urgent support will enable us to continue our fight against this terrible ballot measure.  
P.S.  After contributing we also need you to forward this email to your friends and family, and urge 
them to sign the petition and donate to keep marijuana out of your community!  
I hope you’ll take this opportunity.  We are running a campaign against well-funded opposition groups 
and every dollar counts! Thank you.  

Read more on the No ON Prop 19 website WWW.NOONPROPOSITION19.COM

CNOA | 28245 Avenue Crocker, Suite #230 | Santa Clarita | CA | 91355-1201
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Thank 
You

Friends
Upper Missouri G & T Electric Co.-Op

Usacan Media Distribution
Vector Investments  LLC

Velvin R. Jones
Vip Transport Ltd.

Voigt Transport Ltd.
Wadel's Stone & Hardscape  LLC

Wal-mart Stores Inc. Dc6059
Waukesha Bearing

Wayne Wells
Western States Security Inc.

Westye Group
Zandstra Construction Inc.

Zone Manhattan
2 J's Fresh Market

The 2010 
President’s Award 
Ron Brooks presented this year’s 
President’s Award to Bill Butka for his 
work with the NNOAC planning meetings, 
making forms, hotel accommodations 
and the magazine and to NNOAC’s 
Vice-President Bob Bushman for his 
dedication and hours of work for the 
National Narcotics Officers’ Associations 
Coalition.

Congratulations to these two long-
standing members of the NNOAC. Your 
work is integral to the success of our 
organization. 
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Since the beginning of the drug epidemic in the 1960’s, law enforcement 
officers in many states have formed statewide narcotic officer associations. 
Most of these associations are involved in providing drug enforcement 

training for law enforcement officers and drug resistance education to the 
public. Additionally, most associations worked closely with their own state 
legislatures and criminal justice policy organizations to develop strong drug 
laws and policies. These associations have been responsible for enhancing the 
professionalism of narcotic enforcement.

Although many of the narcotic officers’ associations were very successful in 
representing the needs of law enforcement officers within their own state, they 
realized that they were not especially effective in working with the Congress or 
Federal criminal justice policy agencies. It became apparent to the leadership of 
these state associations that they needed to come together as a combined group 
in order to effectively represent narcotic officers at our national capital.

During 1994, the Funding for the Edward Byrne Memorial Program was 
removed from the Administration’s budget. This funding was crucial for the 
continuation of many local and state drug enforcement programs. This was 
the catalyst for the foundation of the National Narcotic Officers’ Associations 
Coalition (NNOAC). The NNOAC was created in July of 1994 in Chicago, Illinois, 
when the leadership of many of the nation’s state narcotic officers’ associations 
came together as part of an effort to re-establish the Edward R. Byrne Memorial 
Fund. As a direct result of the NNOAC’s efforts and the efforts of many other 
concerned groups, funding was restored to this vital program.

The NNOAC is currently comprised of 40 individual state narcotic 
associations, the six RISS projects and the Territory of Puerto Rico representing 
more than 55,000 law enforcement officers from across the nation. It serves as 
an umbrella organization, coordinating the efforts of these associations in our 
nation’s capital. Each member association appoints a delegate to represent them 
at the NNOAC Board meetings. With, “one association, one vote”, every association 
receives equal representation regardless of the size of their association. The 
NNOAC is managed by an Executive Board, which consists of a President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Executive Director. Those positions are 
elected from within the ranks of the appointed delegates. The President appoints 
committees such as membership, drug policy and web-site, as well as regional 
directors to represent each region of the country.

The NNOAC represents its member associations by monitoring all relevant 
Federal legislation and policy. The Coalition focuses on domestic and international 
drug-related crime issues by developing and maintaining relationships with the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the 
Regional Information Sharing System (RISS) and the National Guard Counter 
Drug Program and all other relevant agencies and programs.

The NNOAC allows state and local narcotic officers’ associations to work 
through their congressional delegations allowing for the unified voice in the 
nation’s capital. The Coalition actively researches, monitors, and supports 
legislature initiatives designed to increase the effectiveness of narcotic 
enforcement and law enforcement in general.

Over the past eight years, the NNOAC has been very successful in 
representing narcotic officers from its member associations. Our successes 
have included restoration of the full funding for the Edward Byrne Program 

in 1994, and providing support, which resulted in the passage of legislation 
regarding the ban of assault weapons, the Administration’s Crime Bill. The 
NNOAC has participated in policy meetings and conferences with other law 
enforcement organizations and have been active participants in the preparation 
of ONDCP’s National Drug Control Strategy, the Department of Justice’s National 
Methamphetamine Strategy, and DEA’s National Heroin Strategy.

The NNOAC has also been responsible for increasing the awareness of the 
Administration and Congress regarding state and local drug enforcement issues. 
NNOAC delegates have testified before the U.S. House of Representatives and 
the U.S. Senate on a variety of drug issues, including the Byrne hearings, asset 
forfeiture, minimum mandatory sentencing, medical marijuana, funding for the 
National Guard, and the Certification of Mexico. NNOAC delegates have also 
participated as briefing team members for congressional study trips. In addition, 
a member of NNOAC was part of the President’s Law Enforcement Steering 
Committee, which consists of National law enforcement groups. This committee 
is responsible for advising the President on key law enforcement issues. 
NNOAC serves on the ONDCP committee to develop the National Drug Control 
Strategy, on the Advisory Committee for the Counter-Drug Intelligence Executive 
Secretariat for the implementation of the Central Counter-Drug plan. NNOAC also 
serves on the Law Enforcement Intelligence Forum (LEIF), which advises the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance on Regulations regarding 
the collection and distribution of criminal intelligence information and serves on 
the committee for National Model Drug Laws.

As the NNOAC continues to grow, so will its participation in the legislative 
and policy areas. To learn more about the NNOAC and our positions regarding 
Federal drug policy and legislation, please visit our web site at www.natlnarc.org.

Here is a list of NNOAC’s goals and objectives:
•	 To ensure that the Edward R. Byrne Memorial Fund is fully funded 

in order to maintain the multi-jurisdictional drug task forces, 
which are the backbone of narcotics law enforcement. 

•	 To maintain, increase, and intensify drug asset revenue sharing – 
the most important tool that narcotic law enforcement has today. 

•	 To assist in the preparation of the National Drug Strategy. 
•	 To place more emphasis on the domestic side of the drug strategy 

by increasing state and local level involvement on the direction 
taken in the fight against drugs. 

•	 To increase unification, networking, and act as a liaison for the 
exchange of information. 

•	 To have an impact on legislation affecting narcotic officers and 
narcotic enforcement in the United States. 

•	 To act as a conduit for the exchange of information, intelligence, 
and training guidelines affecting narcotic enforcement. 

•	 To identify and refer members to quality training for narcotic law 
enforcement officers to ensure their safety and effectiveness. 

•	 To act as a resource for states that want to establish a narcotics 
officers’ association. 

History
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Northwest Region - Ron Nelson
Washington, Montana, Oregon, Idaho 
and Wyoming
503/378-6347
ron.n.nelson@state.or.us

Southwest Region - Bob Cooke 
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Colorado, Hawaii
408/452-7273
bob.cooke.@doj.ca.gov

Midwest Region - Mark Henry 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois
847/ 987-1166				 
Mark_Henry@isp.state.il.us

South Central Region - Jason Grellner
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Texas, Louisiana
636/239-970
jakelaw@yhti.net 

Great Lakes Region - Gary Ashenfelter
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
New York
800/558-6620 
training@indianadea.com 

Northeast Region - Bill Butka
Connecticut, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, Maine, Massachusetts
860/258-5856
webutka@snet.net

East Central Region - Tommy Loving
Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia, District of 
Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey
270/843-5343
Tommy.Loving@ky.gov

Southeast Region - Tim Lane
Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida
931/684-0406
dtf17th@aol.com

2010 NNOAC REGIONAL DIRECTORS
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Bob Mecir Retires
NNOAC’s Southwest Regional Director 

Bob Cooke recently emceed a retirement 

dinner for California Department of 

Justice / Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement 

Task Force Commander Bob Mecir. 

Bob served over 30 years as a California 

law enforcement officer. At his retirement 

dinner his son, Nick Mecir, played solo 

guitar and sang this song that he wrote 

for him. Bob's wife Michelle and daughter 

enjoyed the song with Bob Mecir. 

Below: Father and son.

“Circle No More”
By Nick Mecir

On an old and dusty road, you don’t need no shoes,
Because the road’s been worn 
by those who’ve been through.

And many men may walk, knowing danger never creeps,
Cause of the people who protect, 

giving all of us some peace
But on a mountain filled with jackals, 

these guardians must walk
Between the safety of the road, 

and a cliff with jagged rocks,
And when a normal may cower, 
at the sound of jackal’s roar,

It takes a man of courage, to fight when death is at his door
(Chorus)

My  father  is a warrior who served the people well,
For thirty years fought battles, a just mantle he’s upheld

Here he stands before us all 
and although his time has come,

His legacy remains in the eyes of his proud son
What will happen to a warrior who puts his shield down?

Will he still try to fight? Still crave battle sounds?
Or does he hold his head up high? 

Embrace the soldier’s fate
Because the Soldier’s final battle 
is to put the sword in the grave

(Chorus)
So boys raise up your drinks 
because we’re going into hell

When the battle’s over we’ll be ringing that victory bell
And saying farewell to you commander,

and then your son will say,
“You’re a warrior no more, but still my hero anyway!”

(Repeat Chorus twice)

Copyright ©  Nick Mecir 2010
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Robert 
almonte and 
scott parker 
named U.S. 
marshals
Western District U.S. 
Marshal Named

Dick Sloan/Executive Director
NNOAC

President Barack Obama and Congressman Sylvestre 
Reyes proudly announced the naming of a well known 
El Pasoan Robert Almonte as the new U.S. Marshal 

for the Western District of Texas. 

Former El Paso Deputy Chief Robert 
Almonte Nominated By President 

Obama For U.S. Marshal Post
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Silvestre Reyes 

(D-TX) released the following statement after President 
Barack Obama nominated El Pasoan Robert Almonte as 
U.S. Marshall for the Western District of Texas today: “I 
congratulate former Deputy Chief Robert Almonte on his 
nomination by President Barack Obama to be the next U.S. 
Marshal for the Western District of Texas. Chief Almonte 
brings nearly three decades of distinguished service in law 
enforcement to this critical post, and I am proud to have 
recommended him to the President. “The United States 
Marshals Service is the oldest federal law enforcement 
agency in the nation, and Marshals help ensure the effective 
operation of the federal judicial system. Marshals are 
responsible for the protection of federal judges, their staff, 
and every individual who enters a federal court facility. 

Marshals also oversee the managing and selling of seized 
assets, transporting federal prisoners, protecting witnesses, 
and serving court documents. “The Western District includes 
much of the US-Mexico border, so having a strong and varied 
background in law enforcement and a deep familiarity with 
our border community are critical. With Chief Almonte’s 
experience in the El Paso Police Department and his 
service as Executive Director of the Texas Narcotic Officers 
Association, I am confident he will serve our community and 
our nation.

Eastern District U.S. 
Marshal Named

Amanda Clark
Staff Writer
The Nashville Graphic
news@nashvillegraphic.com

Scott Parker, a longtime Nash County resident and 
former lieutenant with the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office was sworn in as a United States Marshal for 

the Eastern District last Thursday.
It’s been a long process for Parker, who was recommended 

by United States Senator Kay Hagan last July and went on 
to be nominated by President Barack Obama in February of 
this year. Parker was finally confirmed by the United States 
Senate on May 28 and sworn in last week, on June 17, at the 
U.S. Marshal’s Service headquarters in Arlington, Virginia.

Parker began his law enforcement career with Nashville’s 
Police Department in 1987. He was there for two years 
before moving on to Hertford County, where he served for 
six years on the Roanoke Chowan Narcotics Task Force. In 
1995, Parker came back to Nash County where he joined the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Department. Parker last served as the 
Commander of the Narcotics Division for the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The U.S. Marshals Service is the nation’s oldest and most 
versatile federal law enforcement agency. U.S. Marshals are 
responsible for apprehending federal fugitives, protecting the 
federal judiciary, operating the Witness Security Program, 
transporting federal prisoners and seizing property acquired 
by criminals through illegal activities.

Parker, who started with the Marshal’s Office on Friday, 
said he was looking forward to serving the Eastern District.

NNOAC Members Named U.S. Marshal
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Almonte’s 
formal 
invitation 

“I look forward to working with the dedicated professional 
men and women of the U.S. Marshall’s Office,” Parker said.

Parker said he will continue to reside in Nash County.

U. S. Marshal Scott J. Parker 
Biography

U.S. Marshal Scott Jerome Parker began his full-time 
law enforcement career in 1987 as a patrol officer with the 
Nashville Police Department in Nashville, NC and from there 
he served as an assistant commander of the Roanoke Chowan 
Narcotics Task Force. He also served fifteen years as the 
Narcotics Division Commander of the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office for a total of twenty-three years of service. 

He is presently the U. S. Marshal for the Eastern District 
of North Carolina which is comprised of forty-four counties.  
Marshal Parker was sworn in on June 17, 2010 by the 
Director of the U.S. Marshal Service after Senate confirmation 
and Presidental appointment.  During his tenure as a law 
enforcement officer, Marshal Parker has worked on local, 
state and federal task forces to include the organized crime 
task force for the U.S. Marshals Service, ATF Violent Crimes, 
DEA, and ICE, formally the U.S. Customs Service. He is a 
graduate of the FBI National Academy at Quantico, VA, the 
North Carolina first annual Criminal Investigators’ Academy 
at the North Carolina Justice Academy in Salemburg, NC and 
the Rocky Mount Chamber of Commerce Leadership Academy.  
Marshal Parker has completed numerous trainings and has 
been involved in several civic and professional organizations.

Marshal Parker has been recognized by many 
professional organizations for his exemplary dedication 
to law enforcement.  A few include the Order of the Long 
Leaf Pine by the Governor of North Carolina, DEA, ATF, 
U.S. Postal Service, the U.S. Department of Justice, the 
NC  Governor’s Crime Commission and the NC Academy of 
Counter Terrorism and a host of other law enforcement and 
civic organizations.

Left: New Eastern 
District U.S. Marshal 
Scott Jerome Parker 

Below: New Western 
District U.S. Marshal 
Robert Almonte is 
sworn in with his 
family in attendance. 
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Changing the Face of Training
By Todd Kirchgraber –Training Multijurisdictional Counterdrug Task Force Training (MCTFT) program

About the MCTFT Program
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Traditional Training

E-Drug Training

Broadcasts \ Videos

CDROM Training

Conferences

Customized Training

National Guard Training

Partners

Awards

FAQs

Program Impact

BUSTED! 

The Multijurisdictional Counterdrug Task Force Training (MCTFT) program provides
unique, tuition-free, courses covering all aspects of counterdrug law enforcement and
training support for community anti-drug coalitions. The program is a federally funded
partnership through the Department of Defense between the Florida National Guard and
St. Petersburg College. The program is nationally responsive and is located at the
Southeastern Public Safety Institute (SEPSI) of St. Petersburg College in St. Petersburg,
Florida. SEPSI is a state-of-the-art facility with a wide variety of special features to
enhance the training received. In all courses, the safety of law enforcement, military,
and civilian lives is of paramount importance.

Since its inception in 1993, MCTFT has trained more than 1,000,000 students
throughout the 50 states and four U.S. territories by instructor-led classes, satellite-
based training programs, CD-ROM independent study courses, and online eDrug training
courses. MCTFT employs over 250 professional trainers, coordinators and staff at the
Center for Public Safety Innovation (CPSI) site in St. Petersburg, Florida. In addition,
MCTFT partners with local, state, and federal organizations to strengthen our ability to
provide the highest quality training available today.

To contact the Multijurisdictional Counterdrug Task Force Training program:

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 13489
St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Physical Address
3200 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone and Fax
Phone: 800-243-5550
FAX: 800-346-4412

Email
information@mctft.com

P.O. Box 13489  St. Petersburg, FL 33733  800-243-5550 information@mctft.com

2009, St. Petersburg College. All rights reserved.

How do we learn?  How do we 
train?  Since the inception of 
modern policing in the United 

States until the turn of the 21st century, 
we learned and we trained in traditional 
classroom settings, obtaining new 
information in instructor lead courses.  
In the past decade however, we have 
seen a steady shift moving away from 
strict classroom settings to virtual 
environments encompassing the 
advancements made through improved 
computer technology and use of the 
Internet.

Beginning in 2001, the MCTFT 
program launched an aggressive plan 
to implement many of these emerging 
technologies into the development 
and delivery of law enforcement and 
first responder training across the 
nation.  Producing an average of 12 
training broadcasts per year, MCTFT 
began delivering training in the field 
using its own satellite truck housed 
as its headquarters in St. Petersburg, 
Florida.  Using a variety of uplink sites, 
these broadcasts were sent directly to 
law enforcement agencies across the 
country, reaching an estimated 36 
million viewers per year.  This new 
delivery method for MCTFT training 
was only the beginning.

The next evolution in expanding our 
training capabilities was through the 
joint partnership with the Department of 
Defense and its military police school.  
Four CD-Rom courses were developed 
with a variety of topics including 
Risk Management and Violence in 
Undercover Operations and Drugs in 
America.  These in-depth courses are 

designed to be self-paced, and upon 
successfully passing the course’s final 
exam, students have the ability to print 
out certificates of completion right 
at their computer. During the past 16 
months, over 6,600 law enforcement 
and military personnel have completed 
one or more of our CD-Rom courses.

With the desire to reach those 
law enforcement professionals that 
do not have the ability to addend a 
traditional counterdrug class, MCTFT 
has developed 18 online classes.  These 
interactive courses enhance the skill 
sets of law enforcement, military, and 
first responders across the nation, on 
topics ranging from Criminal Street 
Gangs to Interview and Interrogation 
without ever having to step foot into 
a classroom,.  The popularity of this 
training modality continues to grow 
as evidenced by the fact that in just 
the past 2 years, over 46,000 criminal 
justice practitioners have successfully 
earned certificates of completion for a 
MCTFT online class.

In the attempt to exploit these new 
developing technologies, MCTFT 
launched an aggressive campaign to 
place many of its training videos online, 
viewable on demand, to accommodate 
the needs of those law enforcement and 
first responders working non-traditional 
hours.  The current catalog of available 
on demand videos (web casts) contains 
nearly 90 broadcasts, on a wide variety 
of drug related topics.  During the past 
six years in which MCTFT has made 
webcasts available, more than 31,000 
viewers have logged into this area and 
watched these training videos.

What does the future hold?  MCTFT 
continues to explore innovative ways 
to use technology such as M-learning 
(the delivery of learning content to 
learners utilizing mobile computing 
devices such as smart phones, PDA’s, 
mp3 players, etc.) to provide training.  
MCTFT is currently working on the 
development of podcasts and phone 
apps that will take advantage of new 
smart-phone capabilities.  In addition to 
providing “traditional training” through 
these new formats, extensive data bases 
are being explored that may help law 
enforcement quickly identify illegal 
drugs and abused pharmaceuticals, 
complete safety check lists in the event 
of a man-made or natural disasters, or 
even  provide operational protocols for 
investigating crimes such as clandestine 
methamphetamine laboratories or 
marijuana grow houses.

Since 1992, MCTFT has been the 
national leader in delivering tuition 
free training to law enforcement, first 
responders, and the military.  We will 
continue this tradition with extensive 
research on emerging drug related 
trends, utilizing the latest technologies 
to deliver this vital and often lifesaving 
information to those in the field.

To learn more about the variety 
of training available from the 
Multijurisdictional Counterdrug Task 
Force (MCTFT) program, visit us 
at http://www.mctft.com or contact 
MCTFT Executive Director, Eileen 
LaHaie, at 727-344-8030. 
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D.C. Delegation meetingSandra Lucas, Executive 
Director, Utah Meth Cops 

Michele Leonhart, DEA 
Administrator

Alice Mead, Director U.S. 
Professional Relations, GW 
Pharmaceuticals

Mika Jornelius, President of 
the Swedish Narcotic Officer’s 
Association

Calvina Fay, Executive 
Director, Drug Free America 
Foundation, Save Our Society 
From Drugs

Captain Kraig 
R. Kiehl, 
Pennsylvania 
National Guard, 
Northeast 
Counterdrug 

James H. Burch, 
II, Acting Director, 
United States 
Department of 
Justice, Bureau of 
Justice Assistance

Jason Greliner, 
Missouri 
Narcotics Officers’ 
Association 
discussing 
Pseudoephedrine 
Control Policy

The Honorable 
Amy Klobucher, 
United States 
Senator - 
Minnesota 

The Honorable Darrell 
Issa, Member of the 

United States House of 
Representatives CA-49
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D.C. Delegation meeting

Colonel William Carle, 
Director, National Guard 
Bureau - Counterdrug 
Program

Craig W. Floyd, Chairman and CEO 
of the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund

The Honorable Steve Cooley, 
District Attorney, District 
Attorney’s Office, County of 
Los Angeles and Ron Brooks, 
President of the National 
Narcotic Officers Association 
Coalition presenting a 
Presidential Award to the 
Honorable Steve Cooley.  

Vice President Bob Bushman 
presenting the NNOAC 
Member of the Senate Award

The Honorable 
Ron Wyden, United 
States Senator, 
Oregon

The Honorable Terrance W. 
Gainer, Sergeant at Arms and 
Doorkeeper of the United 

Chief Michael J. 
Carroll, President, 
International 
Association of 
Chief of Police

Chief 
Phillip 
Morse, 
United 
States 
Capitol 
Police 

The Honorable 
Mark Shurtleff, 
Attorney General 
of Utah

C. West 
Huddleston, III, 
CEO & Executive 
Director, National 
Association of 
Drug Court 
Professionals

Chief 
Bratton 

The honorable 
Silvestre Reyes, 
Member United 
States House of 
Representative 
TX-16

Honorable 
Dan Lundgren, 
Member United 
States House of 
Representatives 
CA

Jessica
Sticky Note
Right? No this is Honorable Silvestre Reyes, Member United States House of Representatives
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D.C. Delegation meeting
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Acco Tax & Accounting
Act-1

Afm Investments Ii  LLC
Ainsworth-Benning of Wyoming

Alibi Lounge & Package Store
American Industrial

American Management Advisors
American Reliant Millwrights

Ames Construction Inc.
Apostelos Enterprises Inc.

Artrazz, Inc.
Ata Pharmacy

Atkinson Petruska Kozma & Hart
Avenue O Pharmacy Corp.

B & E Siding Windows & Construction
Bay Area Mechanical Services Inc.

Bechtel's Pharmacy Inc.
Beckley & Madden
Big Nose Full Body

Block & Brick Supply Inc.
Bmb Flooring
Bob's Beverage

Boyo Transportation Services
Brackman & Company Inc.

Brosz Engineering
C W S Incorporated

Canonsburg Supply & Equip. Co.
Cargill Salt

Center for Intgrative Pain Mgt.
Central Avenue Liquors

Ck Mechanical
Cm Carriere Consulting LLC

Cole Construction Inc.
Copperhead Corp

Cozy Bowl
D J B Inc.

Dakota Gold Gymnastics & Dance
Danny R. Smeins Law Office
Dell Rapids Co-Op Grain Co.

Dickens Consulting Group LLC
Dicom Express, Inc.

Distribution & Service Inc.
Do Drop Inn

Door & Window Outlet Inc.
Dubois Drug & Wellness

East Side Marble and Granite
Electron-age Technologies

Elfco
Er Roofing Company

Eric L. Brossman, Attorney
Excel Custom Drywall Inc.
Federal-Mogul Corporation

Fish Lake Bait
Fj Trucking Co. Inc.
Fountain Creek LLC
Georgetown Foods

Gianni Floro, Attorney At Law
Gold Camp Printing Inc.

Great Dane Heating & Air Cond.
Gregory Pierce Md LLC
H & O Electric Heating
H & R Block Tax Service

Hardison Funeral Homes Inc.
Hd Management LLC

Hitchcock Trucking Inc.
Hobart Sales Service

Home Dynamics
Howe Products
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On May 7th, 2008, officers with the Tallahassee Police 
Department watched confidential informant Rachel 
Hoffman, a 23-year-old Florida State University 

graduate, crest a hill on her way to buy – at their direction 
– cocaine, ecstasy and a handgun from two suspects for 
$13,000. Rachel was never heard from again and would not 
be seen for two days, when officers recovered her body in 
nearby Perry, Florida. Rachel was murdered and dumped on 
the side of the road by the same two suspects from whom she 
was attempting to purchase drugs and a handgun.

The use of informants is perhaps one of the most 
controversial subject matters in law enforcement today. 
Police officers continue to receive negative publicity 
concerning this practice and, unfortunately, bring much 
of that bad publicity on themselves.  It appears that each 
incidence of  informant-related publicity, no matter how far 
removed, brings back to the media spotlight stories such 
as that of Rachel Hoffman or the gypsum board scandal in 
Dallas, where detectives continued to use informants who 
were making fake kilos from gypsum board.

During my 25 years in law enforcement, I have identified 
three key problem areas that could lead an officer down 
the path to a disastrous event. Examination of the troubles 
associated with informants reveals that police officers usually 
could have avoided most of them. Potential problems can be 
minimized or eliminated by (1) avoiding complacency, (2) 
recognizing the importance of understanding an informant’s 
motive, and (3) understanding the need for policies and/or 
guidelines for utilizing informants.  

The major deficiency for police officers in dealing with 
informants can be summed up in one word: complacency.  
With the exception of source informants (such as FedEx and 
UPS employees and rental car and airline clerks) who provide 
law enforcement with information concerning suspected 
illegal activity, police officers must keep in mind that most 
informants are usually criminals. Police officers have a 
tendency to forget that part of the equation when dealing 
with informants.  But more often than not, most informants 
have been arrested during some type of police investigation 
and have lengthy criminal histories. Unfortunately, the 
longer officers utilize particular informants, the greater 
their tendency to become complacent; officers begin to 
develop relationships with the informants, their families, 
their financial problems, and their judicial problems. An 
informant will certainly become aware of an officer’s 

complacency and take advantage of the situation. Some 
officers who become trusting of informants are less likely 
to search the informants or their vehicles as thoroughly as 
they should. The exhaustive search that was conducted when 
an informant was first utilized soon becomes a cursory pat-
down of the outer clothing and a visual inspection of his/her 
vehicle. Police officers forget that, while many informants 
may not have a formal education, most have a master’s 
degree in street sense. It will not take long for that informant 
to notice that the formerly thorough search has become a 
superficial one. The “criminal within” will quickly resurface 
and win over, taking money or drugs during the undercover 
operation. Officers must stay vigilant while conducting 
searches of the informant and his/her vehicle before the 
transaction, as well as afterwards. 

The second potential pitfall is in not remembering what an 
informant’s motive is for cooperating with law enforcement. 
It may be as simple as trying to work off criminal charges 
or trying to get lenient deviations on his/her sentencing 
guidelines. There is, however, always the possibility of a 
possible hidden motive or agenda, such as fear, revenge or 
competition. Some reformed users even want to rid the world 
of drugs. Police officers can usually deal with those types 
of motives – but only as long as they are aware of them at 
the onset of the cooperation. An intensive interview process 
will address these types of problems before the informant is 
accepted into the program. 

The third factor that seems to plague law enforcement is 
the lack of a departmental policy for dealing with informants. 
Law enforcement agencies, particularly narcotics divisions, 
are the subjects of a plethora of news stories of improprieties 
involving informants. These stories almost always deal 
with payments to informants, undocumented meetings with 
informants, or officers having sexual contact with informants. 
Departments must have specific guidelines, set out in a policy 
which clearly mandates rules and regulations in dealing 
with informants. The policy should, at a minimum, address 
the basic components, such as: payments to informants, 
meeting and control of female informants, locations to meet 
informants, and guidelines for signing up an informant. 
These are just a few of the issues that should be addressed, 
but each department will certainly face different or unique 
challenges that may have to be given special attention. 

This article only scratches the surface of issues to be 
considered dealing with informants. There are many more, 

Informants: Friend or Foe?
By Sgt. T. Gene Donegan
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but these alone should motivate officers to examine their 
own departments’ policies, or lack thereof, and evaluate the 
necessity for changes. Addressing these issues proactively 
may help avoid problems such as the tragic incident that 
occurred when an informant provided the Atlanta Police 
Department with fraudulent information which then formed 

the basis of search warrant. During the execution of that 
search warrant, a ninety-two-year-woman was shot and 
killed. I want to leave you with what I believe is the single 
most important lesson: do not become complacent.  It is 
imperative that police officers control the informant, not that 
the informant controls the officers!

Live Response is a 60-minute 
live-to-tape television satellite 
broadcast and webcast in 

which a panel of experts explores 
topics related to “all hazards” events.  
Designed exclusively for the civilian 
and military emergency response 
communities at all 
levels and across all 
disciplines, Live 
Response also helps 
local, state and federal 
administrators stay 
informed of resources and operational 
considerations that may impact their 
communities.  Broadcast once a month, 
this series began in January, 2001, and 
has been running continuously ever 
since.  The programs are archived on 
the NTPI website (http://terrorism.
spcollege.edu) and are also available 
on DVD.

Originally a live broadcast funded 
by the Dept. of Justice (DOJ) 
Office of Domestic 
Preparedness (ODP), 
Live Response 
changed to a pre-
taped format 
in January, 
2008.  Funding 
transferred to the 
Dept. of Homeland 
Security (DHS) with 
topics specifically 

aimed at promoting existing DHS 
courses.  The average annual registered 
audience for these broadcasts has 
grown from an estimated 22,000 in 
2001 to over 200,000 in 2009.

Live Response is produced at the 
Allstate Center television studio at St. 

Petersburg College.  This is a four-
camera, independently trackable, 
virtual studio that allows an infinite 
arrangement of graphics and videos.  
With this capability, the “look” of 
Live Response is comparable to that 
of contemporary network television. 

The Live Response broadcasts 
reach a variety of emergency 
responders from all fifty states, the 

Virgin Islands, Puerto 
Rico, Guam, Mexico 

and Canada. In 
addition, the 

audience is 
made up of 
local, State, 
Federal and 
tribal viewers 
from public, as 

well as private 
agencies.  The 

programs, which are closed captioned 
for the hearing impaired, are broadcast 
via C-Band satellite, private network 
carriers, and are streamed live on the 
internet.  Satellite viewers can watch 
the program on several networks 
including the Corrections Learning 

Network (CLN), the Department of 
Justice Television Network (DOJ), 
the Defense Education and Training 
Network (DETN), the Veterans 
Administration Network (VA), 
The South Carolina Government 
Television Network (SCETV-G), the 
California Distance Learning Health 
Network (CDLHN), the FAA network, 
and the Public Health Training 
Network (PHTN). It is also available 
on over 80 cable system public access 
channels with a total subscriber base 
of nearly 9 million.    

CEU credits are also available for 
viewers who are interested.  Those 
wishing CEU credits must register to 
view the live webcast or an archived 
program, and pass the online tests with 
a 75% or better score.  They will then 
receive an online CEU certificate.  

Informants. cont.

A production of the 
Center for Public Safety Innovation 

and the  National Terrorism Preparedness Institute
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Officer David L. Curtis
10/03/1978—06/29/2010

Officer David Lamar Curtis—31 years old

Assigned to uniform patrol squad 306 at the time of the 
shooting

Work History

Joined the Tampa Police Department on October 26, 2006
Served with HCSO as a jail deputy prior to joining TPD

Worked in all three police districts
Prior to his current assignment in District Three, he served 
four months on the District One plain clothes Rapid Offender 
Control Squad known as ROC. 

Served on TPD’s Honor Guard for 2.5 years
Last month he attended National Law Enforcement Memorial 
Week in Washington, DC.  He stood post at the wreath ceremony and 
candle light vigil honoring Corporal Mike Roberts.

On June 29, 2010 at 2:15 a.m., 
Officer David Curtis attempted 
to pull over a vehicle at Martin 

Luther King Jr. Blvd and 50th Street. 
The car had no license plate. The vehicle 
eventually pulled over at 50th Street and 
23rd Avenue. Officer Curtis determined 
the passenger was wanted on a worthless 
check warrant out of Jacksonville. He 
called for backup and Officer Jeffrey 
Kocab arrived. Together they approached 
the suspect's vehicle on the passenger 
side. The next communication came from 
a citizen calling 911 to report two officers 
were shot. The first responding officers 
found Officer Curtis and Officer Kocab on 
the ground and immediately began CPR. 
Paramedics transported both officers to 
Tampa General Hospital. Officer Kocab 
was pronounced dead shortly after arrival 
to the hospital. Doctors put Officer Curtis 
on life support. He was pronounced dead 
later in the morning.

At the time of the shooting, both 
officers were assigned to uniform patrol 
squad 306.

Crimestoppers offered a $100,000 
reward for any information leading to the 
arrest of these suspects. 

A special account has been established 
with the Tampa Bay Federal Credit 
Union for anyone interested in making 
a donation to the families of Officers 
Curtis and Kocab.

Make Checks Payable To:
Curtis/Kocab Memorial Fund 
You can make a donation in person at 

any credit union in the bay area.
You can also mail your donation to: 

The Tampa Police Memorial Committee 
P.O. Box 172995 Tampa, FL 33672

TPD Memorial 
Honoring Our Heroes

The NNOAC & TPD Mourn the Loss of Patrol Officers

Personal Information

Born in Mobile, Alabama	

Played football at Harding University in Searcy, Arkansas

Devoted to his wife, Kelly and four sons
His sons are 8-month Hunter, 5 year old Tyler, 6 year old Sean 
and 9 year old Austin.
Officer Curtis was best described as a family man
He loved to tell stories about his kids

He lived in Webster, Florida.

There are several lakes on his property that he frequently swam 
in with his three Labradors.
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Officer Jeffrey Alan Kocab

Personal Information

Born in Michigan

Married ten years to Sara who is nine months pregnant.

He was anticipating the birth of his first child next week.

He coached young actors with the Children’s Theater of Florida

Studied Brazilian Jujitsu at Russ Cross’ World Fighting Arts Center 
in Haines City

On June 29, 2010 at 2:15 a.m., 
Officer David Curtis attempted 
to pull over a vehicle at Martin 

Luther King Jr. Blvd and 50th Street. 
The car had no license plate. The vehicle 
eventually pulled over at 50th Street and 
23rd Avenue. Officer Curtis determined 
the passenger was wanted on a worthless 
check warrant out of Jacksonville. He 
called for backup and Officer Jeffrey 
Kocab arrived. Together they approached 
the suspect's vehicle on the passenger 
side. The next communication came from 
a citizen calling 911 to report two officers 
were shot. The first responding officers 
found Officer Curtis and Officer Kocab on 
the ground and immediately began CPR. 
Paramedics transported both officers to 
Tampa General Hospital. Officer Kocab 
was pronounced dead shortly after arrival 
to the hospital. Doctors put Officer Curtis 
on life support. He was pronounced dead 
later in the morning.

At the time of the shooting, both 
officers were assigned to uniform patrol 
squad 306.

Crimestoppers offered a $100,000 
reward for any information leading to the 
arrest of these suspects. 

A special account has been established 
with the Tampa Bay Federal Credit 
Union for anyone interested in making 
a donation to the families of Officers 
Curtis and Kocab.

Make Checks Payable To:
Curtis/Kocab Memorial Fund 
You can make a donation in person at 

any credit union in the bay area.
You can also mail your donation to: 

The Tampa Police Memorial Committee 
P.O. Box 172995 Tampa, FL 33672

TPD Memorial 
Honoring Our Heroes

The NNOAC & TPD Mourn the Loss of Patrol Officers

11/06/1978—06/29/2010

Officer Jeffrey Alan Kocab—31 
years old

Assigned to uniform patrol squad 
306 at the time of the shooting

Work History

Joined the Tampa Police 
Department on May 4, 2009
Served with the Plant City Police 
Department prior to joining TPD

Moved through TPD’s training 
program at an accelerated pace 
because of his outstanding police 
skills. 

Was named Officer of the Year for 
the Plant City Police Department 
in 2007
Named Employee of the Month 
four times over three years
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Law enforcement officer deaths: Mid-Year 2010 Report

After 50-Year Low, Law Enforcement 
Fatalities Surge 43% in First Half of 2010

After reaching their lowest level in 50 years in 2009, law enforcement fatalities 
surged nearly 43% during the first six months of 2010. If this trend continues, 

2010 could end up being one of the deadliest years for U.S. law enforcement in two 
decades.

Preliminary data from the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund (NLEOMF) show that 87 officers 
died in the line of duty between 
January 1 and June 30, 2010. By 
comparison, 61 officers were killed 
during the first six months of 2009. 
Officer fatalities rose 42.6 percent 
between the first half of 2009 and 
the first six months of 2010. 

By June 30, 2010, officer fatalities 
had already reached 75 percent of 

the year-end total for 2009, which was 116. That was the lowest number of line-of-
duty deaths since 1959.

All major categories of officer deaths rose sharply during the first half of 2010, 
according to the NLEOMF’s preliminary data:

• Firearm-related deaths increased 41 percent, from 22 in 2009 to 31 in 2010. This  
        continues the trend from 2009, when gunfire deaths rose 22 percent. 

• Traffic-related fatalities were up 35 percent, from 31 to 42. This year’s total  
        included 29 officers who died in automobile crashes, 4 in motorcycle crashes and 9  
        who were struck and killed while outside their vehicles—all increases from 2009. 

• Deaths from all other causes combined jumped 75 percent, from 8 to 14, including   
        eight officers who died this year from physical-related injuries or illnesses.

Thirty states and Puerto Rico experienced at least one officer fatality during the first 
six months of 2010. In addition, five federal law enforcement officers have died in 
the line of duty this year.

Over the last decade, approximately 48 percent of all fatalities occurred during the 
first six months of the year. If that percentage holds true for 2010, the year-end 
fatality figure could approach the 2007 total of 185. Outside of 2001 (when 240 
officers died, including 72 killed in the terrorist attacks of September 11), 2007 was 
the deadliest year for U.S. law enforcement since 1989 (195 deaths).

 

Research bulletin
July 2010

National Law Enforcement Officers MEMORIAl FUND

 
www.LawMemorial.org info@nleomf.org

Total fatalities:  
Mid-Year, 1960-2010

In conjunction with Concerns of Police Survivors

Mid-year statistics are released by the NLEOMF in conjunction with Concerns of Police Survivors. The data are 
preliminary and do not represent a final or complete list of individual officers who will be added to the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial for 2010.

A Closer Look:  
 
California Highway 
Patrol
It has been a tragic six months for 
the California Highway Patrol. Five 
CHP officers have died this year, 
including three who were struck 
and killed during a five-day period 
in June.

• Pilot Officer Danny 
Benavides, EOW: 
5/7/2010—aircraft 
accident while on 
observation patrol for 
the Border Division.

• Officer Thomas 
Coleman, EOW: 
6/11/2010—
motorcycle accident 
while pursuing a 
traffic violator.

• Officer Philip Ortiz, 
EOW: 6/22/2010—
struck and killed 
while issuing a traffic 
citation.

• Officer Justin 
McGrory, EOW: 
6/27/2010—struck 
and killed while 
investigating a 
suspected drunk 
driver.

• Officer Brett 
Oswald, EOW: 
6/27/2010—struck 
and killed while 
investigating an 
abandoned vehicle.

The California Highway Patrol 
currently has 217 officers on 
the National Law 
Enforcement Officers 
Memorial, the 
seventh highest total 
among all U.S. law 
enforcement agencies.

Reprinted with permission of the NLEOMF. 
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2010 figures are preliminary and subject to change.2

Firearms-related fatalities: 
Mid-Year 2000-2010

Causes of officer deaths: 
Mid-Year 2010

Thirty-one officers were killed in firearms-related 
incidents during the first half of 2010. That 
represents a 41 percent increase from mid-year 
2009 (22) and a 55 percent rise from just two 
years earlier, when 20 officers were killed by 
gunfire during the first six months of 2008. While 
the 2010 mid-year total was not the highest in 
recent years, it still exceeded the annual average 
of 28.6 firearms-related deaths during the first six 
months of 2000 through 2009.

Of the 31 officers killed by gunfire this year, six 
officers died in three separate “cluster killings” 
(see page 4). In 2009, 15 officers were shot and 
killed in five multiple-fatality incidents.

If current trends continue, 2010 will be the 13th 
consecutive year in which more law enforcement 
officers are killed in traffic-related incidents than die 
from any other cause. Traffic-related incidents—which 
include automobile and motorcycle crashes, as well as 
officers struck while outside their vehicles—accounted 
for more than 48 percent of the fatalities between 
January 1 and June 30, 2010.

Firearms-related fatalities made up nearly 36 percent 
of the mid-year 2010 deaths. Deaths from all other 
causes combined accounted for the remaining 16 
percent.

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund Law Enforcement Officer Deaths: 2010 Mid-Year Report

After generally decreasing the previous two years, 
traffic-related fatalities rose sharply during the first half 
of 2010. The 42 traffic-related deaths in 2010 were 35 
percent higher than the 2009 mid-year total (31) and 40 
percent greater than the mid-year figure for 2008 (30). 
The 2010 figure even approached the 2007 mid-year 
total of 46. In 2007, 84 officers—a record high total—
died in traffic-related incidents for the entire year.

All types of traffic-related fatalities increased during 
the first half of 2010. The increase in officers struck 
and killed was particularly sharp—from 5 in 2009 to 
9 in 2010. Five of this year’s struck-and-killed deaths 
occurred in California, Massachusetts and New Jersey 
during one three-week period in June.

Traffic-related deaths: 
Mid-Year 2000-2010 



The CoalitionThe Coalition

24

           2009         2010        
Traffic-related
Automobile crash
Struck (outside vehicle)
Motorcycle crash
  Subtotal:

Firearms-related

Other
Physical-related incident
Helicopter crash
Aircraft accident
Beating
Drowned
Accidental
Boating
Fell
  Subtotal:    
    TOTAL   

3

State      Number     State         Number
             of Fatalities                     of Fatalities

Geographic distribution of officer fatalities: Mid-Year 2010

Thirty states and Puerto Rico experienced officer 
fatalities during the first six months of 2010. 
California had the most deaths, with nine, including 
five members of the California Highway Patrol who 
died this year (see page 1). Following California were 
Texas (8), Florida (6), and Georgia, Louisiana and 
Ohio (4 each). These six states accounted for more 
than 40 percent of all officer fatalities in the first half 
of the year. 

Five federal law enforcement officers died in the line 
of duty between January 1 and June 30, 2010. That 
compares with two federal officers who died during 
the first six months of 2009.

Race/Ethnicity 
Caucasian
African American
Hispanic
Native American
Asian American

Gender
Male
Female

Average Age

Average Years of Service

Mid-Year demographic profile of 
officers killed: 2010

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund Law Enforcement Officer Deaths: 2010 Mid-Year Report

64
11
10
1
1

82
5

40.16

11.24

CA
TX
FL
GA
LA
OH
AR
IL
MD
NJ
SC
TN
AZ
MA
MI
MO

NY
UT
VA 
WA
AL
IN
KS
KY
MN
MS
MT
NV
PA
WI
Federal
Territorial
TOTAL

9
8
6
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2

2
2
2 
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
3
87

Causes of law enforcement officer 
fatalities: Mid-Year 2010
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2010 figures are preliminary and subject to change.
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Mid-Year fatalities: Distribution by month

Of the 87 law enforcement fatalities that occurred during the 
first half of 2010, nearly 44 percent took place during the 
months of January and June alone (19 deaths each).  The next 
highest month was February, when 15 deaths occurred. 

Comparing the first six months of 2009 and 2010, the number of 
law enforcement fatalities rose each month, with the exception 
of April, when they declined from 14 to 9. 

Over the previous decade (2000-2009), June and May were 
the deadliest months during the first half of the year, averaging 
13.8 and 13.6 fatalities, respectively. February and April have 
had the fewest deaths during the six-month period (11.4 each). 

This Research Bulletin was produced by the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, in 
conjunction with Concerns of Police Survivors.

Content & Design:

Tania Luciow, Communications and Social Media 
Assistant, NLEOMF

Sally Hutchins, Director of Electronic & Print 
Communications, NLEOMF

Kevin Morison, Senior Director of Communications, 
NLEOMF

A Closer Look: 
Cluster Killings
The disturbing 2009 pattern of “clus-
ter killings”—when more than one 
officer is shot and killed in the same 
incident—continued during the first 
half of 2010. 
 
• On February 25, Fresno 
County (CA) Deputy Sher-
iff Joel Wahlenmaier and 
Reedley (CA) Police Officer 
Javier Bejar were shot while 
attempting to serve an arrest 
warrant on a suspected 
arsonist. Deputy Wahlen-
maier died that day; Officer 
Bejar succumbed to his 
injuries on March 1.

• On May 20, Sergeant Bran-
don Paudert and Officer Bill 
Evans of the West Memphis 
(AR) Police Department were 
gunned down following a 
traffic stop by two suspects 
armed with AK-47s. 

• On June 29, Tampa (FL) 
Police Officers David Curtis 
and Jeffrey Kocab were shot 
at close range following a 
traffic stop by a suspect with 
an outstanding warrant.
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION!

No on Prop 19 2010

Dear CNOA Member,  
Have you heard about Proposition 19?  This November, there will be an initiative on the ballot to legalize 
the sale and cultivation of marijuana. If passed, this measure will have innumerable harmful effects on 
our state. That is why I urge you to join in opposing Proposition 19 donating to the campaign!  
As narcotics officers on the front-line each day, we know the devastating impacts Prop 19 will 
have. Here are some additional facts about the initiative you may not know:  
Smoking dope on the job? According to an analysis released by the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney's office, a California employer will no longer be able to: "screen job applicants for marijuana 
use; regulate any employee conduct related to the use, transportation or cultivation of marijuana unless 
the employer can prove job impairment; or choose to maintain a drug-free workplace consistent with 
federal law." If an employer allows employees cigarette smoking breaks and/or certain areas in which 
cigarette smoking is allowed, they would have to allow marijuana smoking as well. Is your doctor 
stoned? Is your child’s teacher? You won’t know.
Driving while stoned? According to Prop 19, no driver over 21, including bus, taxi, light rail train 
operators, or everyday commuters can be required to be drug-free while operating a vehicle. Although 
the initiative says you cannot use marijuana while driving, it is completely permissible to use marijuana 
just prior to getting behind the wheel. You might wonder if that bus driver next to your family on the 
freeway is stoned.
California stands to lose $80 billion in federal monies! If Proposition 19 passes, employers will no longer 
be eligible to receive federal government grants or contracts greater than $100,000. This includes any 
California California businesses, governments and educational institutions that receive federal money. 
This will drive up California’s unemployment even higher than the current rate of 2.2 million!
It won’t reduce the state deficit. Supporters say that taxing marijuana once it is made legal will reduce 
the state deficit. But, marijuana sales are illegal under federal law and the United States Supreme Court 
has ruled that sellers may refuse to pay the tax. Further, all taxing and regulatory authority is left to the 
cities, not the state.  You know what a jumbled legal nightmare that will become. All Prop 19 will do is 
legalize marijuana in your community.  
We need your immediate help and contribution of $50, $100, $250.  

DONATIONS NEEDED! GO TO WWW.CNOA.ORG

Your urgent support will enable us to continue our fight against this terrible ballot measure.  
P.S.  After contributing we also need you to forward this email to your friends and family, and urge 
them to sign the petition and donate to keep marijuana out of your community!  
I hope you’ll take this opportunity.  We are running a campaign against well-funded opposition groups 
and every dollar counts! Thank you.  

Read more on the No ON Prop 19 website WWW.NOONPROPOSITION19.COM

CNOA | 28245 Avenue Crocker, Suite #230 | Santa Clarita | CA | 91355-1201
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Hrabchak & Gebo
Huron Title Company Inc.

Jan Schill Photography LLC
Jay Stein

Jt Roofing Inc.
K L Harring Transportation

Kaleida Ventures
Keller Paving & Landscaping

Klingenstein Fields & Co.
Lcm Pathologists Pc

Liberty Tax Service
Loyal Order of Moose Lodge 682

Mantei's Transport Ltd.
Martha D. Kent Consulting
Mason Brothers Company
Maximuck's Farm Market
Mc Grew Equipment Inc.

Michigan Cut Stone & Tile Inc.
Mid-State Builders Inc.

Midwest Marine Service Inc.
Miller S. Jewelry Box S

Mobile Radio Service Inc.
Monam Industries

Mountainview Consultants Inc.
Mr. Harry J. Kloeppel
Ms. Jeanine Mcallister
Nash-Finch Company

Nestor Tavern
Next Level Unisex

Noble's Westside Liquor
Ontario Steel Haulers Inc.
P C Rational Dermatology

Parkwood Pharmacy
Prestigio Resturuant

Pro Service Inc.
Quality Valve Co.

R & M Painting & Woodworking
R Knepper Construction Inc.

Rachael's Club 46
Ralph M Constructon

Reservation Telephone Co-Op
Reservoir Dental

Reynold R. Paskoff
Riccordino Realty
Road Star Carriers
Robert Maganuco

Rocket Drywall Inc.
Rocking R Bar

Romas Corner Cafe
Ronan Cafe

Ryler Holdings, Ltd.
Schroeder Freight, Inc.

Scientific Satellite System
Security State Insurance of Warroad

Shalom Pharmacy LLC
Sheckler Contracting Inc.

Siebel Institute of Tech Inc.
Slyder's Tavern

Somerset Abstract Co. Ltd.
Stutsman County Abstract

Subway Sandwiches
Sue Kalp, Attorney
Sullys Pub and Cafe
Tabaka's Super Value
Terwood Auto Repair
Touchstone Pocs LLC

Transport R H Rediker 2000
Transport S A F Inc.
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