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•

The House and Senate were not in session this week. When the House returns next
week, it is expected to consider a Resolution of Disapproval of the President’s recent
emergency declaration on the border. The Senate will also be in session.

•

FY 2019 Appropriations - The FY 2019 Consolidated Appropriations Act was signed
into law on February 15. This bill included funding for most law enforcement and homeland security grants and programs. You can find the BBM summary of the legislation here.

•

Issuance of National Emergency Declaration - On February 15, President Trump
issued a presidential proclamation, declaring a national emergency concerning the southern border. The declaration is expected to give the President leeway in redirecting approximately $3.5 billion Congress appropriated for military construction projects to securing the border. Additionally, the President will use his executive authority to reprogram $2.5 billion from the DOD’s drug interdiction efforts and $600 million from the
Treasury Departments drug forfeiture program. Democratic leaders in the House have
stated they will move immediately to consider a Resolution of Disapproval, potentially
forcing consideration in the Senate as well. Additionally, multiple states and other entities
have already begun filing lawsuits challenging the declaration.

•

New DAG Announced - President Trump announced that he intends to nominate Jeffrey Rosen to become the next Deputy Attorney General, once current DAG Rod Rosenstein leaves in March. Rosen is currently the Deputy Secretary of the Department of
Transportation.

•

New FEMA Administrator Announced - President Trump announced that he intends
to nominate Jeffrey Byard to become the next Administrator of FEMA. Byard is currently
the associate administrator for the Office of Response and Recovery, and previously held
several positions with the Alabama Emergency Management Agency. Byard would succeed
Brock Long who resigned last week.

•

2018 Blue Alert Year-End Summary - The COPS Office recently released the 2018
year-end summary of law enforcement officers shot in the line of duty. The COPS Office
tracks this data to better understand the nature and frequency of incidents that could give
rise to the issuance of a Blue Alert. You can view the report here.

•

Drug & Violence Prevention Training Conference - Law Enforcement Against
Drugs (LEADS) will be holding its 4th annual conference in Atlantic City on March 17-19.
The training event will cover topics such as vaping, opioids, domestic terrorism, and the
legalization of marijuana. You can find more information about the event here.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST:
New problem for legal weed: Exploding pot factories
Politico | Rebecca Rainey
States are facing a new danger as legal marijuana spreads across the country: Explosions and fires at cannabis factories
are sending workers to the hospital with severe burns, revealing the nascent industry's lack of proper safety standards.
In the 33 states where the drug is legal for medical or recreational use, at least 10 fires or explosions have occurred in
the past five years at facilities that extract hash oil used in edible products. Nearly all resulted in serious injuries for
production-line staff. Continue reading here.
California Governor Wants National Guard to Help Struggling Pot Industry Instead of Protecting Borders
The Daily Caller | Jason Hopkins
California Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom is hoping to pull National Guard troops away from the U.S.-Mexico border
to help protect his state’s struggling marijuana industry. Faced with competition from a robust black market, the legal
cannabis industry in California has not experienced the growth that supporters had expected. Newsom — who enjoyed hundreds of thousands in campaign donations from the marijuana lobby — wants to aid the industry by redeploying at least 150 California National Guard troops from the U.S.-Mexico border and instead use them to combat illegal
grows in Northern California. Continue reading here.
Rosenstein plans to leave Justice Department next month
The Washington Post | Matt Zapotosky
Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein plans to leave the Justice Department in mid-March, an official familiar with
the matter said Monday night, and an announcement on his successor is expected imminently. Rosenstein, the No. 2
Justice Department official who has spent nearly two years in the hot seat since appointing Robert S. Mueller III to lead
an investigation into whether President Trump’s campaign conspired with Russia to interfere in the 2016 election, had
made it known in recent weeks that he planned to leave if and when a new attorney general was confirmed by the Senate. Continue reading here.
Trump chooses Jeffrey Rosen for deputy attorney general
The Washington Post | Michael Balsamo, AP
President Donald Trump on Tuesday said he intends to nominate Jeffrey Rosen, a longtime litigator and deputy transportation secretary, to replace Rod Rosenstein as deputy attorney general. In his current post, the 60-year-old Rosen
serves as the Transportation Department’s chief operating officer and is in charge of implementing the department’s
safety and technological priorities. He rejoined DOT in 2017 after previously serving as general counsel from 2003 to
2006. Continue reading here.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week
The House and Senate were not in session this week.

Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups:
House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Oversight of the Trump Administration’s Family Separation Policy
February 26 @ 10:00 AM
House Energy & Commerce Committee - Consumer Protection Subcommittee Hearing
Protecting Consumer Privacy in the Era of Big Data
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February 26 @ 10:00 am - 2123 Rayburn
Senate Commerce Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Policy Principles for a Federal Data Privacy Framework in the United States
February 27 @ 10:00 am - 216 Hart
House Appropriations Committee - Labor HHS Subcommittee Hearing
Reviewing the Administration’s Unaccompanied Children Program: State-Sanctioned Child Abuse
February 27 @ 10:00 am - 2358-C Rayburn
House Appropriations Committee - Financial Services Subcommittee Hearing
Election Security: Ensuring the Integrity of U.S. Election Systems
February 27 @ 10:00 am - 2362-A Rayburn
Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Reform Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Perspectives on Protecting the Electric Grid from an Electromagnetic Pulse or Geomagnetic Disturbance
February 27 @ 2:30 pm - 106 Dirksen
House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing
The Way Forward on Border Security
March 6 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legislation on the Floor This Week
House:
The House was not in session.
Senate:
Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.
The Senate was not in session.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups
Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request.
Senate HELP Committee - Full Committee Hearing - February 12
Managing Pain During the Opioid Crisis
Summary: This hearing examined efforts to reduce opioid abuse and deaths, while also ensuring that those who have
chronic pain receives the care and treatment needed to address their condition. Concerns have been raised by some that
by restricting access to opioids, we are hindering treatment to those suffering from chronic pain. Witnesses testified that
there is a need for alternative pain management treatments, and that pharmacists can help ensure that patients are using
opioids safely and effectively. Additionally, more research and investment needs to be made to discover effective new safer
treatment options.
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House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - February 13
H.R. 8 - Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 2/13
Summary: To require a background check for every firearm sale.
H.R. 1112 - Enhanced Background 5 Checks Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 2/13.
Summary: To amend chapter 44 of title 18, United States Code, to strengthen the background check procedures
to be followed before a Federal firearms licensee may transfer a firearm to a person who is not such a licensee.
Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Markup - February 13
Nomination of Ronald D. Vitiello to be Assistant Secretary for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, DHS
Status: Held over
S. 380 - Guidance Out Of Darkness Act
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: A bill to increase access to agency guidance documents.
S. 195 - Access to Congressionally Mandated Reports Act
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: To require the Director of the Government Publishing Office to establish and maintain a website accessible to the public that allows the public to obtain electronic copies of all congressionally mandated reports in
one place, and for other purposes.
S. 406 - Federal Rotational Cyber Workforce Program Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: A bill to establish a Federal rotational cyber workforce program for the Federal cyber workforce.
S. 315 - DHS Cyber Hunt and Incident Response Teams Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: To authorize cyber hunt and incident response teams at the Department of Homeland Security, and
for other purposes.
S. 333 - National Cybersecurity Preparedness Consortium Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: A bill to authorize the Secretary of Homeland Security to work with cybersecurity consortia for training, and for other purposes.
S. 387 - Fair Chance Act
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: A bill to prohibit Federal agencies and Federal contractors from requesting that an applicant for employment disclose criminal history record information before the applicant has received a conditional offer, and for
other purposes.
H.R. 504 - DHS Field Engagement Accountability Act
Status: Approved by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 2/13.
Summary: This bill requires the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to develop and update at least once
every five years a strategy for DHS engagement with fusion centers. The term "fusion center" means a collaborative effort of two or more government agencies that combines resources, expertise, or information to maximize
the ability of such agencies to detect, prevent, investigate, apprehend, and respond to criminal or terrorist activity.
The Office of Intelligence and Analysis of DHS shall provide personnel and support to fusion centers, publish performance metrics for DHS field personnel assigned to fusion centers, and develop and implement training for fu-
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sion center personnel. DHS intelligence and information components shall develop policies and metrics to ensure
effective use of the unclassified Homeland Security Information Sharing Network and shall assess and implement
enhancements to improve such network.
House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing - February 13
Defending Our Democracy: Building Partnerships to Protect America’s Elections
Summary: This hearing examined efforts to protect our election systems from potential attacks. Witnesses testified that
as with any IT system, potential threats will always exist, and we must do more to protect its vulnerabilities. Additionally,
we need to do more to invest in auditability to ensure the integrity of the system. Also, basic cyber hygiene was discussed
such as helping with patching, helping implement multifactor authentication, and helping on phishing campaign assessments.
Witnesses were also asked about the ISAC model and whether it would work with securing our political infrastructure and
campaigns.
House Financial Services Committee - Consumer Protection and Financial Institutions Subcommittee Hearing - February 13
Challenges and Solutions: Access to Banking Services for Cannabis-Related Businesses
Summary: This hearing examined providing access to banking services for the marijuana industry. The hearing focused
extensively on the Secure and Fair Enforcement Banking Act, which would provide protections to banks and their employees from federal prosecution for doing business with state legalized marijuana companies. Some witnesses testified that the
current conflict between state and federal laws have created confusion and legal uncertainty for community banks. Some
members of the committee however criticized any attempt to create a safe harbor for banks as long as federal law making
marijuana illegal is still on the books.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legislation Considered Last Week
House:
H.R. 1065 - Social Media Use in Clearance Investigations Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 2/11.
Summary: This legislation directs the Office of Management and Budget to report on the examination of social media activity during security clearance investigations.
H.R. 995 - Settlement Agreement Information Database Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 2/13.
Summary: This legislation would require the text of settlement agreements involving federal agencies would have to be
posted online. The measure would apply to any agency settlements, including consent decrees, that relate to alleged violations of federal law.
H.J.Res. 31 – Making consolidated appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019
Status: Signed by the President on 2/15; Approved by the House on 2/14; Approved by the Senate on 2/14.
Bill Text here
Joint Explanatory Statement here
Summary: The bill funds nine federal departments and dozens of agencies including the Departments of Justice and Homeland Security. The bill includes $329.6 million (topline of $423.5 million) for Byrne JAG, a $10 million cut from FY 2018,
$640 million for the Urban Area Security Initiative, a $10 million increase, and $525 million for the State Homeland Security
Grant, an $18 million increase. Additionally, the bill includes $37 million for RISS. The agreement also includes $1.375 billion
for border security, short of the $5.7 billion the President requested. Read the BBM bill summary here.
Senate:
S.Res. 36 - National Trafficking and Modern Slavery Prevention Month
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Status: Approved by the Senate on 2/12.
Summary: A resolution supporting the observation of National Trafficking and Modern Slavery Prevention Month during
the period beginning on January 1, 2019, and ending on February 1, 2019, to raise awareness of, and opposition to, human
trafficking and modern slavery.
Nomination of William Pelham Barr, to be Attorney General
Status: Confirmed by the Senate on 2/14; Approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 2/7; Held over by the Judiciary
Committee on 1/29.
H.J.Res. 31 – Making consolidated appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019
Status: Signed by the President on 2/15; Approved by the House on 2/14; Approved by the Senate on 2/14.
Bill Text here
Joint Explanatory Statement here
Summary: The bill funds nine federal departments and dozens of agencies including the Departments of Justice and Homeland Security. The bill includes $329.6 million (topline of $423.5 million) for Byrne JAG, a $10 million cut from FY 2018,
$640 million for the Urban Area Security Initiative, a $10 million increase, and $525 million for the State Homeland Security
Grant, an $18 million increase. Additionally, the bill includes $37 million for RISS. The agreement also includes $1.375 billion
for border security, short of the $5.7 billion the President requested. Read the BBM bill summary here.
S. 488 - Justice for Victims of Lynching Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the Senate on 2/14.
Summary: To amend title 18, United States Code, to specify lynching as a deprivation of civil rights, and for other purposes.
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Legislation Introduced Last Week
Date Introduced Bill Number
2/15/2019

HR 1303

2/15/2019

HR 1302

2/15/2019

HR 1297

2/15/2019

HR 1296

2/14/2019

HR 1293

2/14/2019

HR 1292

2/14/2019

HR 1288

2/14/2019

HR 1287

2/14/2019

HR 1283

2/14/2019

HR 1282

2/14/2019

HR 1279

2/14/2019

HR 1266

2/14/2019

HR 1263

2/11/2019

HR 1262

Sponsor

Description
To direct the Comptroller General of the United States to evaluate
Bill Foster (D-IL-11) and report on the in-patient and outpatient treatment capacity, availability, and needs of the United States.
To authorize the Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance
Use, acting through the Director of the Center for Substance Abuse
Bill Foster (D-IL-11)
Treatment, to award grants to States to expand access to clinically
appropriate services for opioid abuse, dependence, or addiction.
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to include armorVal Demings (D-FL-10) piercing, concealable weapons within the definition of "firearm" under the National Firearms Act, and for other purposes.
To regulate assault weapons, to ensure that the right to keep and
David Cicilline (D-RI-1)
bear arms is not unlimited, and for other purposes.
To prohibit the use of amounts appropriated for military construction
or the Army Corps of Engineers for the construction of barriers, land
Filemon Vela (D-TX-34)
acquisition, or any other associated activities on the southern border
without specific statutory authorization from Congress.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to require border community stakeholder consultation before the Secretary of Homeland
Security may construct, install, deploy, operate, or maintain additionFilemon Vela (D-TX-34)
al physical barriers, tactical infrastructure, or technology between
ports of entry along the land border with Mexico, and for other purposes.
To ensure due process protections of individuals in the United States
Mark Takano (D-CA-41)
against unlawful detention based solely on a protected characteristic.
To authorize the Attorney General to make grants to States and units
of local government to implement statutes, rules, policies, or procedures to authorize courts to issue relinquishment orders with respect
Eric Swalwell (D-CA-15)
to individuals charged with or convicted of a crime of domestic violence, or subject to a domestic violence protective order, and for
other purposes.
To establish a nonpartisan commission on immigration reform and
Tim Ryan (D-OH-13)
border security.
To require certain entities who collect and maintain personal information of individuals to secure such information and to provide noBobby Rush (D-IL-1)
tice to such individuals in the case of a breach of security involving
such information, and for other purposes.
To authorize the Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance to make
Donald Payne (D-NJgrants to States, units of local government, and gun dealers to con10)
duct gun buyback programs, and for other purposes.
Adriano Espaillat (D-NY To amend title 18, United States Code, to require firearm assembly
-13)
kits to be considered to be firearms.
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to subject to the reTed Deutch (D-FL-22) quirements of the National Firearms Act any semiautomatic rifle that
has the capacity to accept a detachable magazine.
To amend title 18, United States Code, to increase the age at which a
Ted Deutch (D-FL-22) rifle or shotgun may be acquired from a federally licensed firearms
dealer, and for other purposes.
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2/14/2019

HR 1256

2/14/2019

HR 1241

2/14/2019

HR 1239

2/14/2019

HR 1236

2/14/2019

HR 1234

2/14/2019

HR 1233

2/14/2019

HR 1232

2/14/2019

HR 1219

2/14/2019

S 534

2/14/2019

S 533

2/14/2019

S 531

2/14/2019

S 516

2/14/2019

S 505
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To permit disabled law enforcement officers, customs and border
protection officers, firefighters, air traffic controllers, nuclear materials couriers, members of the Capitol Police, members of the SuGerald Connolly (D-VA- preme Court Police, employees of the Central Intelligence Agency
11)
performing intelligence activities abroad or having specialized security requirements, and diplomatic security special agents of the Department of State to receive retirement benefits in the same manner
as if they had not been disabled.
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase and make
John Larson (D-CT-1) permanent the exclusion for benefits provided to volunteer firefighters and emergency medical responders.
To reauthorize Department of Justice programs that combat violence
Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8)
against women, and for other purposes.
To support State, Tribal, and local efforts to remove access to fireSalud Carbajal (D-CAarms from individuals who are a danger to themselves or others pur24)
suant to court orders for this purpose.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to prohibit seizing priFilemon Vela (D-TX-34)
vate land for a border wall, and for other purposes.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish a fund for
Val Demings (D-FL-10)
private landowners, and for other purposes.
To amend the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant ResponsiKathleen Rice (D-NY-4) bility Act of 1996 to repeal certain waiver authority relating to the
construction of new border barriers, and for other purposes.
To amend title 31, United States Code, to prohibit the Internal Revenue Service from carrying out seizures relating to a structuring transaction unless the property to be seized derived from an illegal source
Doug Collins (R-GA-9)
or the funds were structured for the purpose of concealing the violation of another criminal law or regulation, to require notice and a
post-seizure hearing for such seizures, and for other purposes.
A bill to prohibit certain funds from being transferred or reproElizabeth Warren (Dgrammed to plan, develop, or construct a new physical barrier along
MA)
the southwest border, and for other purposes.
A bill to require the Secretary of the Treasury to consider certain
transactions related to precious metals for purposes of identifying
Ted Cruz (R-TX)
jurisdictions of primary money laundering concern, and for other
purposes.

Jon Tester (D-MT)

A bill to permit disabled law enforcement officers, customs and border protection officers, firefighters, air traffic controllers, nuclear
materials couriers, members of the Capitol Police, members of the
Supreme Court Police, employees of the Central Intelligence Agency
performing intelligence activities abroad or having specialized security requirements, and diplomatic security special agents of the Department of State to receive retirement benefits in the same manner
as if they had not been disabled.

Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) A bill to require the use of prescription drug monitoring programs.
A bill to ensure due process protections of individuals in the United
Tammy Duckworth (DStates against unlawful detention based solely on a protected charIL)
acteristic.
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2/14/2019

S 495

2/14/2019

S 488

2/13/2019

HR 1214

2/13/2019

HR 1210

2/13/2019

HR 1195

2/13/2019

HR 1192

2/13/2019

HR 1186

2/13/2019

HR 1164

2/13/2019

HR 1158

2/13/2019

HR 1156

2/13/2019

HR 1154

2/13/2019

S 473

2/12/2019

HR 1151

2/12/2019

S 465

2/12/2019

S 459

2/12/2019

S 447

2/12/2019

S 445

2/12/2019

S 443
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A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to reauthorize and exChuck Grassley (R-IA) pand the National Threat Assessment Center of the Department of
Homeland Security.
Justice for Victims of Lynching Act of 2019 - To amend title 18, United
Kamala Harris (D-CA) States Code, to specify lynching as a deprivation of civil rights, and for
other purposes.
To prohibit certain funds from being transferred or reprogrammed to
Nydia Velazquez (D-NYplan, develop, or construct a new physical barrier along the South7)
west border, and for other purposes.
To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
Raul Ruiz (D-CA-36) make reforms to the benefits for Public Service Officers, and for other
purposes.
To amend title 5, United States Code, to include certain Federal posiPete King (R-NY-2) tions within the definition of law enforcement officer for retirement
purposes, and for other purposes.
Glenn Grothman (R-WI
To improve school safety.
-6)
Ted Deutch (D-FL-22) To regulate large capacity ammunition feeding devices.
To direct the Director of the Administrative Office of the United
Doug Collins (R-GA-9) States Courts to consolidate the Case Management/Electronic Case
Files system, and for other purposes.
To authorize cyber incident response teams at the Department of
Mike McCaul (R-TX-10)
Homeland Security, and for other purposes.
To amend title 18, United States Code, to improve the Law EnforceDon Bacon (R-NE-2) ment Officer Safety Act and provisions relating to the carrying of concealed weapons by law enforcement officers, and for other purposes.
To provide collective bargaining rights for public safety officers emDan Kildee (D-MI-5) ployed by States or their political subdivisions, and for other purposes.
A bill to amend title 5, United States Code, to include certain Federal
Cory Booker (D-NJ) positions within the definition of law enforcement officer for retirement purposes, and for other purposes.
To allow veterans to use, possess, or transport medical marijuana and
to discuss the use of medical marijuana with a physician of the DeBarbara Lee (D-CA-13)
partment of Veterans Affairs as authorized by a State or Indian Tribe,
and for other purposes.
A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
Tammy Duckworth (D1968 to make reforms to the benefits for Public Service Officers, and
IL)
for other purposes.
Robert Menendez (D- A bill to protect the American people from undetectable ghost guns,
NJ)
and for other purposes.
Robert Menendez (DA bill to regulate large capacity ammunition feeding devices.
NJ)
A bill to allow veterans to use, possess, or transport medical marijuana and to discuss the use of medical marijuana with a physician of the
Brian Schatz (D-HI)
Department of Veterans Affairs as authorized by a State or Indian
Tribe, and for other purposes.
Bill Cassidy (R-LA) A bill to modify the definition of an antique firearm.
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HR 1140
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To enhance the security operations of the Transportation Security
Administration and stability of the transportation security workforce
Bennie Thompson (D- by applying the personnel system under title 5, United States Code,
MS-2)
to employees of the Transportation Security Administration who provide screening of all passengers and property, and for other purposes.
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Upcoming Events/Conferences
Mid-Atlantic Regional Gang Investigators Network - 13th Annual Gang
Training Conference
March 3-6—Hanover, MD
4th Annual 21st Century Drug & Violence Prevention Training Conference and Marijuana Symposium
March 17-19—Atlantic City, NJ
Association of State Criminal Investigative Agencies 2019 Spring Conference
May 5-8—Gulf Shores, AL
Major County Sheriffs of America 2019 Summer Conference
June 12-14—Louisville, KY
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Senate in Session

Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore
Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at
jledden@bbm-dc.com

House & Senate in Session
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