BROOKS BAWDEN MOORE

Inside This
Issue:

W E E K LY U P DAT E
April 1 - 5, 2019

Latest News

Highlighted
Issues

1

This Week’s
Hearings/
Markups

3

Legislation
on the Floor

4

Previous
Hearings/
Markups

5

•

The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House considering reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act. This reauthorization includes the reauthorization of the Debbie Smith Act. The House also considered multiple homeland security related bills. The Senate continued consideration of disaster assistance legislation. The Senate Judiciary Committee has placed the Debbie Smith Act Reauthorization legislation on
their markup schedule this week, however, as is customary, the bill was held over for one
week. The House and Senate Appropriations Committees held multiple hearings, including
a hearing on the FY 2020 FEMA budget request and FBI budget request.

•

CLIENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT - The growing situation of refugees and migrants attempting to cross the southern border has strained our limited resources and has shined a
spotlight on the ever growing concerns of human trafficking. Being able to verify familial
relationships between children and adults as they enter the U.S. in a timely manner to ensure they are not separated for long periods of time should be a priority. ANDE, a rapid
DNA company, shows how they can play an important role in speeding up that process.
Read more on how rapid DNA could play a crucial role in verifying familial relationships at
the border here.

•

Executive Order on EMPs - Last week, President Trump issued an Executive Order on
Coordinating National Resilience to Electromagnetic Pulses. The Executive Order seeks to
foster sustainable, efficient, and cost-effective approaches to improving the Nation’s resilience to the effects of EMPs. Federal agencies will be directed to coordinate in assessing,
planning and guarding against its risks from human and natural EMP threats. You can view
the Executive Oder here.

•

COPS Office Grants - The COPS Office recently announced that five Fiscal Year 2019
grant funding opportunities are now open and is accepting applications. (In the previous
weekly, the links to the grants information were broken. Links have been fixed below.)
 School Violence Prevention Program: is a competitive grant program that provides funding directly to states, units of local government, Indian tribes, and public
agencies (including school districts and local law enforcement agencies) to be used to
improve security at schools and on school grounds. More information can be
found here. Applications are due by May 31.
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 Anti-Heroin Task Force Program: is a competitive grant program that assists
state law enforcement agencies in states with high per capita levels of primary treatment admissions for heroin, fentanyl, carfentanil, or other opioids. More information can be found here. Applications are due by May 28.
 COPS Anti-Methamphetamine Program: is a competitive grant program that
advances public safety by providing funds directly to state law enforcement agencies

• Weekly 2/18/19
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to investigate illicit activities related to the manufacture and distribution of methamphetamine. More information
can be found here. Applications are due by May 28.
 Community Policing Development Program: is a competitive grant program designed to advance the practice of community policing by providing guidance on promising practices through the development and testing of
innovative strategies; building knowledge about effective practices and outcomes; and supporting new, creative
approaches to preventing crime and promoting safe communities. More information can be found here. Applications are due by May 28.
 Law Enforcement Mental Health and Wellness Act Program: is a competitive grant program that provides
funding to improve the delivery of and access to mental health and wellness services for law enforcement through
training and technical assistance, demonstration projects, and implementation of promising practices related to
peer mentoring programs that are national in scope. More information can be found here. Applications are
due by May 28.
•

ARTICLES OF INTEREST:
Out of whip role, Cornyn aims to revamp low-profile Senate narcotics caucus
Fort Worth Star-Telegram | Andrea Drusch
Texas Sen. John Cornyn is gearing up for a new role on Capitol Hill: overhauling a little-known group aimed at stemming the flow of drugs coming into the country. Cornyn had to give up his role as Senate majority whip in January due
to term limits, and couldn’t rise up the ranks any further with Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell retaining his
role. So Cornyn is now turning his focus to border issues he’s worked on for decades through the traditionally lowprofile Caucus on International Narcotics Control, which McConnell appointed him to co-chair at the beginning of the
year. Continue reading here.
Federal legalization of hemp creates quandary for US police
AP | Gillian Flaccus
Federal legalization of hemp arrived in the U.S. late last year and expanded an industry already booming because of the
skyrocketing popularity of CBDs, a compound in hemp that many see as a health aid. But now, just a few months after
Congress placed the marijuana look-alike squarely in safe legal territory, the hemp industry has been unsettled by an
unexpected development. Truckers, now free to haul hemp from state to state, have been stopped and sometimes arrested by police who can’t tell whether they have intercepted a legal agricultural crop or the biggest marijuana bust of
their careers. That’s because the only way to distinguish hemp and marijuana, which look and smell alike, is by measuring their tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC, and officers don’t have the testing technology to do so on the spot. Continue
reading here.
Trump announces Second Step Act to help ex-prisoners find work
Washington Examiner | Steven Nelson
President Trump announced plans Monday for a Second Step Act focused on easing employment barriers for formerly
incarcerated people. "We are proving we're a nation that believes in redemption," Trump said at a White House event
celebrating people released under the First Step Act, which he signed in December. Trump said the "second step" legislation will feature a $88 million funding request for prisoner social reentry programs. "Today, I'm announcing that the
Second Step Act will be focused on successful reentry and reduced unemployment for Americans with past criminal
records, and that's what we're starting right away," Trump said. Continue reading here.
China To Close Loophole On Fentanyl After U.S. Calls For Opioid Action
NPR | Sasha Ingber
China has announced that all variants of fentanyl will be treated as controlled substances, after Washington urged Beijing to stop fueling the opioid epidemic in the United States. Authorities in China already regulate 25 variants of fentanyl, a synthetic opioid linked to thousands of drug overdose deaths in the U.S. But some manufacturers in China, seeking to evade controls, have introduced slight changes to the molecular structure of their drugs, giving them the legal
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loophole to manufacture and export before the government can assess the products for safety and medical use. Continue reading here.
White House withdraws its controversial ICE director pick
CNN | Geneva Sands, Jim Acosta and Priscilla Alvarez
The White House on Thursday evening informed Congress it was withdrawing its nomination of Ron Vitiello to lead
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, according to a letter obtained by CNN. "To the Senate of the United States, I
withdraw the nomination of Ronald D. Vitiello, of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security, vice Sarah
R. Saldana, which was sent to the Senate on January 16, 2019," it reads, attributed to President Donald Trump. Continue reading here.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week
House Homeland Security Committee - Joint Border Security & Intelligence Subcommittees Hearing
Supporting a Fact-Based Approach to Preventing Terrorist Travel to the United States
April 2 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon
House Homeland Security Committee - Cybersecurity Subcommittee Roundtable Briefing
Roundtable Briefing on the Science and Technology Directorate’s Use of the Small Business Innovation Research Program
April 2 @ 2:00 pm - 310 Cannon
House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing
FY 2020 Budget Hearing – Transportation Security Administration
April 2 @ 2:00 pm - 2008 Rayburn
Senate Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing
Fiscal Year 2020 funding request and budget justification for the Federal Emergency Management Agency
April 3 @ 9:30 am - 138 Dirksen
House Homeland Security Committee - Oversight Subcommittee Hearing
Ensuring Effective and Efficient Operations: A Review of the Fiscal Year 2020 DHS Management Directorate Budget Request
April 3 @ 2:00 pm - 310 Cannon
House Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing
Federal Bureau of Investigation Budget Request for FY 2020
April 4 @ 9:30 am - 2359 Rayburn
Senate Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Unprecedented Migration at the U.S. Southern Border: By the Numbers
April 4 @ 9:30 am - 342 Dirksen
Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - April 4 @ 10:00 am - 226 Dirksen
S. 820 - Debbie Smith Act of 2019
Status: Held over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 4/4.
Summary: To strengthen programs authorized under the Debbie Smith Act of 2004.
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Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups:
Senate Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Unprecedented Migration at the U.S. Southern Border: Perspectives from the Frontline
April 9 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen
House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing
Hate Crimes and the Rise of White Nationalism
April 9 @ 10:00 am - 2141 Rayburn
Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - April; 11 @ 10:00 am - 226 Dirksen
S. 820 - Debbie Smith Act of 2019
Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 4/11; Held over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 4/4.
Summary: To strengthen programs authorized under the Debbie Smith Act of 2004.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legislation on the Floor This Week
House:
H.R. 1433 – DHS MORALE Act
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to improve morale within the Department of Homeland Security workforce by conferring new responsibilities to the Chief Human Capital Officer, establishing an employee engagement
steering committee, requiring action plans, and authorizing an annual employee award program, and for other purposes.
H.R. 1593 – CLASS Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish a school security coordinating council, and for other
purposes.
H.R. 1590 – Terrorist and Foreign Fighter Travel Exercise Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To require an exercise related to terrorist and foreign fighter travel, and for other purposes.
H.R. 1589 – CBRN Intelligence and Information Sharing Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/1.
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear intelligence and information sharing functions of the Office of Intelligence and Analysis of the Department of Homeland Security
and to require dissemination of information analyzed by the Department to entities with responsibilities relating to homeland security, and for other purposes.
H.R. 1585 – Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House on 4/4.
Summary: To reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, and for other purposes. This legislation also reauthorizes the Debbie Smith Act.

www.bbm-dc.com │300 M Street, S.E. Suite 402 Washington D.C. 20003 │ (202) 350-0103

APRIL 1 - 5, 2019
WEEKLY UPDATE

Page 5

Senate:
Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.
H.R. 268 - Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2019
Status: Failed to Invoke cloture in the Senate on 4/1; Cloture motion approved by the Senate on 3/28; Approved by the
House on 1/16.
Summary: This bill provides $12.1 billion in FY2019 supplemental appropriations to several federal departments and agencies for expenses related to the consequences of recent wildfires, hurricanes, volcanos, earthquakes, typhoons, and other
natural disasters. The funding provided by this bill is designated as emergency spending, which is exempt from discretionary
spending limits and other budget enforcement rules.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups
Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request.
Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing - March 26
Red Flag Laws: Examining Guidelines for State Action
Summary: This hearing examined red flag laws, which allows law enforcement or individuals to petition a judge to have an
individuals firearms removed from their possession if they are deemed in be in danger of harming themselves or others.
Senators heard from both sides of the issue, those who believe red flag laws can prevent violence and suicide, and those
who have concerns that any red flag law needs to ensure due process and uphold ones Second Amendment rights. Overall,
Senators expressed support federal grants to encourage states to establish a process for law enforcement and the public to
petition the courts to temporarily remove firearms from those who pose an immediate threat to themselves or others.
Though some members cautioned that ample due process must be in place and it must be driven at the state level. Separately, some Senators spoke in support of separate legislation that would require federal authorities to notify local law enforcement should an individual who is not eligible to own a gun but tries to buy one. Additionally, some Senators spoke in
favor of additional legislation that would go further to regulate guns, including universal background checks and assault
weapons bans.
House Homeland Security Committee - Border Security Subcommittee Hearing - March 26
The Department of Homeland Security’s Family Separation Policy: Perspectives from the Border
Summary: This hearing continued to examine the Administration’s family separation policy. Members of the committee
heard from immigrant, children, and victims advocates. Some witnesses expressed concerns that not all children were reunited with their parents upon their parents deportation. Additionally, one witness testified about the concerns with children
being separated from their families long before they reach the U.S. border, separated by traffickers and cartels using them
to take advantage of our current immigration and asylum policies. Witnesses also testifying that increased refugee processing in the home country would avoid an individual from making the dangerous journey to the U.S. and avoid being trafficked by cartels. Members of the committee and witnesses also discussed the physical and mental health of the children
who have been separated and also the stresses of the journey they undertook to reach the U.S.
House Oversight & Reform Committee - Full Committee Markup - March 26
H.R. 1076 - Fair Chance to Compete for Jobs Act of 2019
Status: To be considered by the House Oversight Committee on 3/26.
Summary: To prohibit Federal agencies and Federal contractors from requesting that an applicant for employment disclose criminal history record information before the applicant has received a conditional offer, and for
other purposes.
House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing - March 26
FY 2020 Budget Hearing - United States Coast Guard
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Summary: This hearing examined the budget request for the U.S. Coast Guard. At this hearing Commandant Schultz discussed the efforts of the Coast Guard to interdict drugs from entering the U.S. through our waterways, the partnerships
they have to carry out that mission, and the challenges that they encounter.
House Financial Services Committee - Full Committee Markup - March 26
H.R. 1595 - SAFE Banking Act of 2019
Status: Approved by the House Financial Services Committee on 3/28
Summary: To create protections for depository institutions that provide financial services to cannabis-related
legitimate businesses and service providers for such businesses, and for other purposes.
House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing - March 27
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Summary: Hearing has been POSTPONED.
Senate Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing - March 28
FY2020 budget request for the Coast Guard
Summary: At this hearing the role of the Coast Guard in interdicting drugs coming to the U.S. through our waterways
was discussed. Witnesses stated that due to limited resources, only about 25 percent of the known intelligence is being
acted upon. With additional resources, more can be done. Though there is a balance that needs to be made with limited
resources to address other national security needs.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legislation Considered Last Week
House:
H.J.Res. 46 - Relating to a national emergency declared by the President on February 15, 2019.
Status: Failed to gain the 2/3 vote needed to override a presidential veto on 3/26; Vetoed by the President on 3/18; Approved by the Senate on 3/14; Approved by the House on 2/26.
Summary: This joint resolution terminates the national emergency related to the U.S.-Mexico border, declared by the
President on February 15, 2019.
Senate:
H.R. 268 - Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2019
Status: Cloture motion approved by the Senate on 3/28; Approved by the House on 1/16.
Summary: This bill provides $12.1 billion in FY2019 supplemental appropriations to several federal departments and agencies for expenses related to the consequences of recent wildfires, hurricanes, volcanos, earthquakes, typhoons, and other
natural disasters. The funding provided by this bill is designated as emergency spending, which is exempt from discretionary
spending limits and other budget enforcement rules.
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Legislation Introduced Last Week
Date Introduced Bill Number
3/29/2019

HR 1989

3/28/2019

HR 1986

3/28/2019

HR 1984

3/28/2019

HR 1958

3/28/2019

HR 1954

3/28/2019

HR 1951

3/28/2019

HR 1950

3/28/2019

HR 1949

3/28/2019

S 954

3/28/2019

S 952

3/28/2019

S 944

3/28/2019

S 936

3/28/2019

S 924

Sponsor

Description

To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to modify the provisions that relate to family-sponsored immigrants.
To amend section 175b of title 18, United States Code, to correct a
John Ratcliffe (R-TX-4)
scrivener's error.
To amend chapter 11 of title 31, United States Code, to require the
Director of the Office of Management and Budget to annually submit
Scott Peters (D-CA-52)
to Congress a report on all disaster-related assistance provided by
the Federal Government.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to authorize provision
to a foreign government of financial assistance for foreign country
Mike McCaul (R-TX-10) operations to address individuals who may pose a national security,
border security, or terrorist threat to the United States before such a
threat reaches the United States, and for other purposes.
To provide that the Federal Communications Commission may not
David Kustoff (R-TN-8) prevent a State or Federal correctional facility from utilizing jamming
equipment, and for other purposes.
To amend title 18, United States Code, to authorize a court to reduce
Bruce Westerman (R- the term of imprisonment imposed on certain defendants convicted
AR-4)
as an adult for an offense committed and completed before the defendant attained 18 years of age, and for other purposes.
Bruce Westerman (R- To authorize the court to impose a reduced sentence for a youthful
AR-4)
victim offender, and for other purposes.
Bruce Westerman (R- To authorize the court to depart from a statutory minimum in the
AR-4)
case of a juvenile offender, and for other purposes.
A bill to provide grants to State, local, territorial, and Tribal law enforcement agencies to purchase chemical screening devices and
Sherrod Brown (D-OH) train personnel to use chemical screening devices in order to enhance law enforcement efficiency and protect law enforcement
officers.
A bill to provide that the Federal Communications Commission may
Tom Cotton (R-AR) not prevent a State or Federal correctional facility from utilizing jamming equipment, and for other purposes.
A bill to enhance the security operations of the Transportation Security Administration and the stability of the transportation security
workforce by applying a unified personnel system under title 5, UnitBrian Schatz (D-HI)
ed States Code, to employees of the Transportation Security Administration who are responsible for screening passengers and property,
and for other purposes.
A bill to repeal the authority to access on an ongoing basis business
Ron Wyden (D-OR) records for foreign intelligence and international terrorism investigations, and for other purposes.
A bill to amend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act to
require training and education to teachers and other school employJohn Cornyn (R-TX) ees, students, and the community about how to prevent, recognize,
respond to, and report child sexual abuse in primary and secondary
education.
Greg Steube (R-FL-17)
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3/28/2019

SRes 131

3/27/2019

HR 1934

3/27/2019

HR 1931

3/27/2019

HR 1928

3/27/2019

HR 1912

3/27/2019

HR 1895

3/27/2019

S 917

3/27/2019

S 894

Page 8

Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) A resolution designating April 2019 as "National 9-1-1 Education
To direct the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Communications
Jose Serrano (D-NY-15) and Information to prepare and submit periodic reports to Congress
on the role of telecommunications in hate crimes.
To authorize dedicated domestic terrorism offices within the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Justice, and the FederBrad Schneider (D-ILal Bureau of Investigation to analyze and monitor domestic terrorist
10)
activity and require the Federal Government to take steps to prevent
domestic terrorism.
To amend the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant ResponsibilGuy Reschenthaler (Rity Act of 1996 to impose penalties for State noncompliance with enPA-14)
forcement of immigration law, and for other purposes.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to provide for requireXochitl Torres Small (Dments relating to documentation for major acquisition programs, and
NM-2)
for other purposes.
To restore the integrity of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of
Tim Walberg (R-MI-7)
the United States, and for other purposes.
A bill to direct the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for CommunicaBob Casey (D-PA)
tions and Information to prepare and submit periodic reports to Congress on the role of telecommunications in hate crimes.
A bill to authorize dedicated domestic terrorism offices within the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Justice, and the
Dick Durbin (D-IL)
Federal Bureau of Investigation to analyze and monitor domestic terrorist activity and require the Federal Government to take steps to
prevent domestic terrorism.

3/27/2019

S 893

John Cornyn (R-TX)

3/26/2019

HR 1893

Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ-12)

3/26/2019

HR 1892

Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ-12)

3/26/2019

HR 1885

Francis Rooney (R-FL19)

3/26/2019

HRes 255

Tim Walberg (R-MI-7)

A bill to require the President to develop a strategy to ensure the security of next generation mobile telecommunications systems and
infrastructure in the United States and to assist allies and strategic
partners in maximizing the security of next generation mobile telecommunications systems, infrastructure, and software, and for other
purposes.
Next Step Act of 2019 - To reform sentencing, prisons, re-entry of prisoners, and law enforcement practices, and for other purposes.
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to make technical corrections to the requirement that the Secretary of Homeland Security
submit quadrennial homeland security reviews, and for other purposes.
To ensure that State and local law enforcement may cooperate with
Federal officials to protect our communities from violent criminals and
suspected terrorists who are illegally present in the United States, to
stop taxpayer dollars from flowing to jurisdictions that fail to comply
with Federal law, and for other purposes.
Promoting awareness of motorcycle profiling and encouraging collaboration and communication with the motorcycle community and law
enforcement officials to prevent instances of profiling.
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3/26/2019

S 875

3/25/2019

HR 1866

3/25/2019

HR 1865

3/25/2019

S 855

3/21/2019

HR 1845

3/21/2019

HR 1843

Page 9

Pat Tommey (R-PA)

A bill to provide for the reporting to State and local law enforcement
authorities of cases in which the national instant criminal background
check system indicates that a firearm has been sought to be acquired
by a prohibited person, so that authorities may pursue criminal
charges under State law, and to ensure that the Department of Justice reports to Congress on prosecutions secured against prohibited
persons who attempt to acquire a firearm.

To amend section 3606 of title 18, United States Code, to grant proBill Pascrell (D-NJ-9) bation officers authority to arrest hostile third parties who obstruct
or impede a probation officer in the performance of official duties.
To require the Secretary of the Treasury to mint a coin in commemoBill Pascrell (D-NJ-9) ration of the opening of the National Law Enforcement Museum in
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes.
A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to make it a criminal
Richard Blumenthal (D- offense for individuals to engage in sexual acts while acting under
CT)
color of law or with individuals in their custody, to encourage States
to adopt similar laws, and for other purposes.
To provide for the establishment of the Prescription Safety Alert SysAnn Kuster (D-NH-2)
tem with respect to covered drug products, and for other purposes.
To amend the National Emergencies Act to provide that a national
emergency declared by the President terminates 60 days after the
Mike Gallagher (R-WIPresident reprograms or transfers an amount in excess of
8)
$250,000,000 for use in response to such emergency, unless a joint
resolution affirming such declaration is enacted into law.
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Upcoming Events/Conferences
Association of State Criminal Investigative Agencies 2019 Spring Conference
May 5-8—Gulf Shores, AL
Major County Sheriffs of America 2019 Summer Conference
June 12-14—Louisville, KY
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